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Remember Who You Are





By President N. Eldon Tanner

First Counselor in the First Presidency

 




I remember a powerful message which President David O. McKay asked me to convey to the members of the Church. During the years when he was not able to travel or visit away from Church headquarters, he would say to me as I would seek his counsel before going out on an assignment, "President Tanner, as you go among the people, I would ask you to remind them to remember who they are and to act accordingly, and that each has an individual responsibility."

This was indelibly impressed upon my mind, and I think I can safely say that I did deliver that message scores of times as I traveled throughout the Church. I have emphasized it to my own family and to visitors in my office. I have tried to practice it in my own life and to be worthy of the trust placed in me.

Who are we? First of all, we are spirit children of God; and secondly, we are members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. What a great blessing, and what a tremendous responsibility! Because of the restoration of the gospel, and because of the revelations which God has given to his prophets and the fact that we are led by a prophet who shares with us the information he receives from God for the guidance of His Church, we are most blessed and fortunate to have the knowledge and priesthood power which can save us and our families and help us return to the presence of God.

Because of the Apostasy and because some have hardened their hearts against hearing and believing and accepting the word of God, many in the world are in darkness as pertaining to their salvation and eternal life. Therefore, it is our privilege, our duty, and our obligation to "let [our] light so shine before men, that they may see [our] good works, and glorify [our] Father which is in heaven." (Matt. 5:16.)

It is important for us to remember this, and if we can constantly remind ourselves that God has given us this responsibility, it should help us to conform our actions to His commandments.

I have always felt that those of our youth who find themselves in difficulty with the law, with drug- and alcohol-related problems, and often with financial irresponsibility, are often there because of adult example. For the most part, they only do what they see others do. There is far too much immorality, dishonesty, and lack of integrity in the lives of those who are leading and guiding the affairs of our nations, our schools, and our communities. Somehow we must get back to the lofty ideals and high-minded principles which characterized the lives of those who fought and died for truth, religion, and freedom.

Although our numbers are increasing rapidly, each of us must labor continually at missionary work, whether by our example of Christlike living or by actually proselyting and teaching the principles of the gospel.

I am reminded of an experience I had while I was in Canada. I worked side by side for a number of years with a man who was not a member of the Church. I had been reluctant to approach the subject of religion for fear of putting a strain on our friendly relationship. But finally I felt impressed to see if he were interested in learning about Mormonism and the gospel of Jesus Christ. He expressed interest and immediately thereafter he and his wife attended Sunday services with us. They, with their children, soon joined the Church, and they have indeed made a great contribution in time and talent. The parents have just returned from presiding over a mission, and the children have made contributions in various areas of service, and some have filled missions. What a loss to the Church if I had neglected my responsibility to tell them the good news of the gospel message!

On one occasion when he chastised me for waiting so long before telling him about the Church and thus keeping his family from enjoying the blessings of the gospel, I determined that would not happen again and that I would be more aware of who I was and act accordingly.

While I was serving as president of the West European Mission I had the opportunity of association with some of the servicemen stationed there. The president of the servicemen's stake told me an interesting story.

He said that while he was executive secretary in the stake, the general of his army unit called him and told him he would like to have him serve as his assistant, which would require him to accompany the general wherever he went. Recognizing how this would affect his Church position and his responsibilities to his family, the brother told the general he would have to forego this assignment.

The general said, "Do you mean you would turn your back on this promotion for your family and the Church?"

The brother said, "Yes, that is what I mean."

The general said, "Well, then, forget it." But he called back in a few days and said that he still wanted him for the job, that he would make the necessary adjustments for the man to carry out his responsibilities to the Church and to his family.

Another of the servicemen who had served a full-time mission told me he had baptized more converts during a year in the service than he had in two and one-half years on his mission in France. This is how we remember who we are and act accordingly.

To show how this theme ran through the messages of President McKay, I quote from a talk he gave at the general conference in which I was first sustained as a counselor in the First Presidency:

"The Church teaches that life here is probationary. It is man's duty to become the master, not the slave of nature. His appetites are to be controlled and used for the benefit of his health and the prolongation of his life—his passions mastered and controlled for the happiness and blessing of others.

"Man's greatest happiness comes from losing himself for the good of others. The advancement of science and the new discoveries from the dawn of history to the present are the results of the efforts of men who have been willing to sacrifice themselves if necessary for the cause of truth. …

"If you have lived true to the promptings of the Holy Spirit, and continue to do so, happiness will fill your soul. If you vary from it and become conscious that you have fallen short of what you know is right, you are going to be unhappy even though you have the wealth of the world." (In Conference Report, Oct. 1963, p. 8.)

The last message which President McKay personally delivered was given Sunday, October 2, 1966. (He prepared other messages which were read by his sons.) I quote from the last one he gave:

"The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints bears testimony to the world that this will of God has been made manifest in this dispensation, that the principles of the gospel, the principles of life, have been revealed. They are in harmony with the principles that Christ taught in the meridian of time. It is impossible to give here all the principles that constitute that will, but they are so simple that, as the scriptures say, 'the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein.' (Isa. 35:8.)

"After obeying the principles and ordinances of the gospel, 'the will' of God is to serve your fellowmen, benefiting them, making this world better for your having lived in it. Christ gave his all to teach us that principle. And he made the statement 'Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.' (1 John 3:14.)" (In Conference Report, Oct. 1966, p. 137; italics added.)

Our Prophet today, President Spencer W. Kimball, makes this same declaration. This was abundantly clear as I listened to his concluding message at the general conference where I was first sustained as his counselor. He said:

"As you return to your homes and your businesses and your professions and your spiritual jurisdictions, we hope that you have stored up much that will be of value to you and your families. The ways of doing the work are important indeed, but the purpose for doing it is of the greatest consequence.

"We have a commitment to serve our Lord. We have an assurance that the cause is just and worthy. But, above all, we have a knowledge that God lives and is in his heavens and that his Son Jesus Christ has laid out a plan for us which will bring us and our loved ones eternal life if we are faithful. That life will be a busy, purposeful life with accomplishments and joys and development.

"If you can think of the greatest real joys that have ever come to you in this life, then think of the next life as a projection of this one with all the purposeful things multiplied, enlarged, and even more desirable. All in these associations of our lives here have brought to you development and joy and growth and happiness. Now when life ends, we shall return to a situation patterned after our life here, only less limited, more glorious, [and with] more increased joy." (Ensign, May 1974, p. 118.)

I plead with all of us today, in the Saturday evening of time, to make it a priority to remember who we are. Let us give thanks to God for his gift of life and love, for our membership in his Church, for our families, our friends, and our neighbors. Let us be kind and considerate. Let us give of ourselves and show love and compassion. Let us be examples of Christlike living and service. Then all will know by our fruits and by our actions that we are sons and daughters of God and members of his Church.


Ideas for Home Teachers



Some Points of Emphasis. You may wish to make these points in your home teaching discussion:



1. We should remember who we are and act accordingly. Each of us has an individual responsibility.

2. Because of the Restoration and the revelations given to modern prophets, we are blessed to have the knowledge and priesthood power which can save us and our families and help us return to the presence of God.

3. Each of us must labor continually at missionary work, whether by our example of Christlike living or by actually proselyting and teaching the principles of the gospel.

4. President David O. McKay has said: "The 'will' of God is to serve your fellowmen, benefiting them, making this world better for your having lived in it."



Discussion Helps



1. Relate your personal feelings and experiences about remembering who we are and acting accordingly. Ask family members to share their feelings.

2. Are there scriptural verses or quotations in this article that the family might read aloud and discuss?

3. Would this discussion be better after a pre-visit chat with the head of the house? Is there a message from the quorum leader or bishop to the household head?

[photo] Photography by Eldon K. Linschoten
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President N. Eldon Tanner Dies





Gordon B. Hinckley





"The greatest achievement in life," said President N. Eldon Tanner, "is not the acquisition of money, position, or power. In my opinion, it is to come to the end of one's day having been true and loyal to his ideals. I can think of no achievement greater than that."

The "day" of President Tanner's mortal life drew to a close in the early morning hours of Saturday, 27 November 1982, at his home in Salt Lake City, Utah. With his passing, members of the Church paused to reflect on the exemplary life of a man devoutly committed to serving God, family, and his fellowman.

President Tanner's death was attributed to cardiac arrest. He had been in ill health for some time, having suffered from Parkinson's disease for several years. However, he had continued to fulfill his responsibilities as First Counselor in the First Presidency and had worked in his office at Church headquarters until just before the Thanksgiving holidays. He was 84.

Twenty-two years in the leading councils of the Church—nineteen of them as a Counselor in the First Presidency—made President Tanner a familiar and beloved figure to Church members of all ages. He served as Second Counselor to Presidents David O. McKay and Joseph Fielding Smith, and as First Counselor to Presidents Harold B. Lee and Spencer W. Kimball. He was the first man to serve four Presidents of the Church as either a First or Second Counselor in the First Presidency. (Two others, Joseph F. Smith and George Q. Cannon, served four Presidents of the Church as Counselors, but not as First or Second Counselors in the First Presidency.)

Nathan Eldon Tanner was born on 9 May 1898 in Salt Lake City, the first of eight children born to Nathan William Tanner and Sarah Edna Brown Tanner, Utahns who had gone to Canada by covered wagon to homestead in Aetna, a tiny settlement near Cardston. His childhood was happy but filled with many responsibilities. As the eldest of eight children, he was expected to help on the farm and was often given responsibilities in the care of his younger brothers and sisters. On one occasion, the entire family was ill with smallpox. For three days and two nights he had no sleep as he tenderly cared for the sick.

"An event that happened when he was about fifteen," wrote President Hugh B. Brown, "is indicative of his character. He was thrown from his horse while herding cattle. When he got to his feet, he discovered that three fingers on his left hand were broken at the knuckle joints and were twisted back against his hand, with the bones of the middle finger protruding through the flesh. With characteristic pluck he grasped his fingers, straightened them, remounted his horse, and rode to a doctor, who marveled at the boy's spunk. The bones were all correctly in place, and the doctor had only to stitch up the flesh." (Ensign, Nov. 1972, p. 14.)

Such spunk was doubtless responsible for many of his life's successes. Determined to obtain an education despite heavy responsibilities on the farm, he completed nine grades of schooling in Aetna, attended high school in Cardston, a night academy in Raymond, and later the Calgary Normal School. In 1919, his first teaching position was combined with administration when he became principal of a three-room school at Hill Spring. Here he met and fell in love with one of the teachers at the school, Sara Isabelle Merrill. They were married on 20 December 1919; when the Alberta Temple was dedicated in 1923, they were among the first couples to be endowed and sealed for eternity.

With a growing young family, Eldon supplemented his teaching income by running a general store in Hill Spring; he also served as a health officer and participated actively in the community. In 1929 the family moved to Cardston, where he was asked to be principal of a public school and serve on the town council.

Heber G. Wolsey, currently managing director of the Church Public Communications Department, was a student in that Cardston school where "Mr. Tanner" was principal and eighth grade teacher. On the first day of class, Brother Wolsey recalls, the young educator entered the classroom and said, "Boys and girls, we'll be together for seven hours a day for the next year. In that time I only want to teach you one thing." And then he walked to the board and wrote, in two-foot-high letters, "THINK!"

"To supplement his teaching salary," wrote Sister Tanner, "he sold suits and insurance, milked cows, raised chickens and a vegetable garden. When he was elected to the Alberta Legislature in 1935, in the first Social Credit Government, he was chosen as Speaker of the House. He had never even attended a session of legislature, and was now to act as chairman of that august body of sixty-three members. We were given an elegant suite of rooms in the legislative buildings, to use as we liked, and … it seemed that he had fallen into the 'lap of the Gods,' but only he and I knew the hours, day and night, that he spent studying parliamentary procedure. This was the beginning of jobs which he was given, which he said were far beyond his ability to cope with. He has always had favorite sayings and slogans. One was: 'The heights by great men reached and kept were not attained by sudden flight; but they, while their companions slept, were toiling upwards in the night.' And he tried to accomplish what he set out to do by doing just that: By rising at five A.M. to teach himself typing when he was running the store in Hill Spring; by searching the scriptures at the same hour when he was made bishop and later called to the General Authorities of the Church."

Eldon's perseverance and stability made him a valued asset in both governmental and ecclesiastical circles. In 1936 he was appointed Minister of Lands and Mines in the Provincial Cabinet, a position which was later expanded to include two departments—Mines and Minerals, and Lands and Forests. In this capacity he sponsored legislation to govern development of natural resources, especially petroleum, which became the pattern for other Canadian provinces to follow and helped to make Alberta the first province free from public debt.

While acting as Minister in the Alberta government, he earned the well-deserved nickname of "Mr. Integrity" because he refused to compromise by accepting gifts of any kind and was strictly honest in his dealings. That affectionate title followed him through a lifetime of success based on principles of fairness and integrity.

After sixteen years of distinguished government service, Eldon Tanner turned his energies to industry, serving first as president of Merrill Petroleum, Ltd., and director of the Toronto Dominion Bank of Canada. In 1954, answering an appeal from government officials, he agreed to become president of Trans-Canada Pipelines, Ltd., and direct construction of a $350 million, 2,000-mile pipeline across Canada from Alberta to Montreal. Upon completion of the project one authority observed, "It was the greatest undertaking since the building of the transcontinental railroad and was accomplished in less than four years."

Overshadowing his governmental and business concerns were always the two most important interests of this remarkable man's life: family and the gospel. He and Sara reared five daughters. Twenty-four grandchildren and fifty great-grandchildren have also joined the family.

Helen Tanner Beaton remembers her father as a warm, compassionate man who cared deeply about his family: "Daddy was branch president in Edmonton, Cabinet Minister in charge of two major government departments, and president of the Boy Scout Association. But he still got up with us in the night if we were sick, prepared breakfast every morning, and set up the washing machine and rinse tubs every Monday morning at 6:00 A.M. If we were new babies, he would get up and bring us to mother and then he would take us back to bed. He did that for five girls."

For many years of his life in Canada, President Tanner was deeply involved in Scouting as a member of the Canadian Scout Committee and as Provincial Scout Commissioner. He received the Silver Acorn and the Silver Wolf awards, the latter being the highest honor given to a Scouter in Canada. Yet he never lost sight of the young people themselves. Once when asked why he was interested in the Boy Scouts when he had no sons, he replied, "Well, I want to help boys to be worthy of my daughters."

From his youngest years, Eldon Tanner was committed to Church service. In 1932 he became counselor to a bishop in Cardston; two years later he was made bishop of the Cardston First Ward. He became president of the Edmonton Branch in 1938, was later called to the high council in the Lethbridge Stake, and in 1953 became the first president of the Calgary Stake, which office he held until his call as an assistant to the Quorum of the Twelve in 1960.

"The Calgary Stake was standing first in the Church," recalls Sister Tanner, "and now with the pipeline behind him it looked as though everything was just going to be easy. We built our new home, moving into it in May of 1960. On October 8, 1960, President McKay called him in as a General Authority of the Church, which made all of his other accomplishments seem trivial and unimportant.

"Now, indeed, he felt inadequate. None of his past seemed to have prepared him for this tremendous task. True, he had been bishop for six years and a branch president for fifteen, and a stake president for seven years, but this work had been principally administrative. He felt that his knowledge of the scriptures was scanty; his public speaking had been mostly on political and technical lines.

"His … appointment to the Quorum of the Twelve made him feel even more humble. However, I personally feel that all his past life led up to this point. Every decision, small and great, that he has made has been prayerfully considered with the Church in mind."

The Tanners moved to Salt Lake City on 1 February 1961. As they made plans to furnish their newly purchased home, Eldon Tanner was called to accompany President McKay and President Brown to London to attend the dedication of the new Hyde Park Chapel. Four days later, Elder Tanner was asked to prepare to remain in London as president of the West European Mission.

Soon after he became a member of the Quorum of the Twelve in October 1962, Elder Tanner was appointed president of the Genealogical Society of the Church, in which assignment he served enthusiastically until his call to the First Presidency in October 1963. At the death of President McKay in January 1970, he was named Second Counselor to President Joseph Fielding Smith. Following President Smith's death in July 1972, he became First Counselor to President Harold B. Lee. President Lee's death in December 1973 brought Spencer W. Kimball to the presidency; President Tanner was sustained as his First Counselor.

Part of his devotion to community included becoming a citizen of the United States, which he did on 2 May, 1966. Questioned later about the seeming "desertion" of his native Canada, his response was that "we have responsibilities to the community in which we live. In order to fulfill our obligations, we need to be practicing citizens of the nation which shelters us."

President Tanner's sense of community complemented his service as a General Authority. He was a member of the Salt Lake Area Chamber of Commerce and the Salt Lake Rotary Club, a member of the boards of directors of several Utah corporations, and vice president of the Board of Trustees of Brigham Young University and the Church Educational System. In 1978 his integrity and accomplishments were cited by the Salt Lake Area Chamber of Commerce, which saluted him as "a man of superior character, a successful businessman with deep spirituality, a great leader esteemed by millions of people around the world."

Upon President Tanner's death the First Presidency issued the following statement:

"With the passing of President N. Eldon Tanner the entire Church feels a tremendous loss. He has served as a Counselor to four Presidents of the Church. He has carried much of the burden of administration during these many years. His wisdom and inspiration have been of incalculable benefit as the Church has moved forward with its divinely appointed mission.

"None has been more steadfast in carrying the responsibilities of high office. None has been more faithful in the execution of duty.

"His unflinching testimony of God the Eternal Father and of the Risen Lord Jesus Christ has been a strength to millions over the earth.

"Our close association has been a warm and beautiful experience. Oh, how we shall miss him.

"He has likewise been a strength to the people of this community and state, as well as to those of the entire nation and the people of Canada. His acumen in business was internationally recognized, as was his integrity, which became the hallmark of his character.

"As we mourn his passing our hearts reach out to his bereft companion and children. May that peace which comes alone from God comfort and sustain them."


A tribute by President Spencer W. Kimball, read by President Kimball's personal secretary, D. Arthur Haycock

My beloved brothers and sisters, and our esteemed friends and neighbors, this is indeed a sad occasion. In the passing of President Nathan Eldon Tanner, First Counselor in the First Presidency, we all share with Sister Tanner and her five devoted daughters—Ruth, Isabelle, Zola, Beth, and Helen—together with all other members of that wonderful family, a deep sense of grief and loss. His passing is a profound loss to this noble family, to the Church, and to the world. Oh, how I have prayed that he could continue to stand by my side until my own summons should come! My heart cries out to him, and for him. Oh, how I loved him! Oh, how I shall miss him!

President Tanner met with us in our First Presidency meeting last Tuesday. He was not strong, but he was alert and carried forward in his usual magnificent way. He did not come to the office on Wednesday, but on Thursday he enjoyed Thanksgiving Day at home with his family. Late Friday night, he personally called on the telephone to inquire after my health and that of Sister Kimball's. In less than four hours after that phone call, the Lord released him from his earthly labors, and he slept away.

How can we measure the true greatness of a man? Only by his many accomplishments in life, which are known by all? Or shall we count, too, the many quiet, thoughtful, Christlike acts of love that are known to but a few and to God? Almost with his last breath he was inquiring after the welfare of others.

Nearly ten years ago, I stood at this same pulpit and spoke at the funeral services of our beloved leader, the late President Harold B. Lee. I said then that "a giant redwood has fallen and left a great space in the forest." (Ensign, Feb. 1974, p. 86.) In a similar vein Edwin Markham has written concerning the death of President Abraham Lincoln:

And when he fell in whirlwind, he went down 
As when a lordly cedar, green with boughs, 
Goes down with a great shout upon the hills, 
And leaves a lonesome place against the sky.
("Lincoln, the Man of the People")

Oh, how lonesome it will be without Nathan Eldon Tanner.

In 1962 when President Tanner was called to be a member of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, his uncle, President Hugh B. Brown, who had watched him grow up and knew him well, said of him, "He is a man of outstanding executive ability, unquestioned integrity, and throughout his public career he has been known, even by his political opponents, for his rugged and undeviating honesty. … He is a humble man of great faith, courage, and constancy, a devoted husband and father, and a devoted and capable church leader. Few men are chosen for high office in the Church who have a richer heritage and more varied background of training and experience than Nathan Eldon Tanner." (Improvement Era, Jan. 1963, p. 40.)

In all of his important positions in civic affairs, government, industry, and business, he has been proud to identify himself as a member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. He has been unswerving in his loyalty and devotion to the principles of the gospel. There has never been a time when he has not been active in the Church, beginning as the president of his deacons quorum while a young boy in Canada, and concluding his earthly ministry as a Counselor to four Presidents of the Church.

As I reflect upon our lives, I feel as though I have always known President Tanner and have felt a special kinship with him. Our life experiences have been quite similar. We each came out of humble and obscure circumstances, being reared in remote villages in far-off places. Our lives have spanned much of Church and world history, and we have witnessed many momentous and wonderful events.

During the last ten years in our daily contacts in the First Presidency, I have been blessed indeed with his counsel, his companionship, and his example. He has been a tower of loyalty and strength. No President of the Church has ever been more richly blessed nor more ably assisted, as together President Tanner and I have served unitedly with President Romney and President Hinckley. I look forward to a continuation of this cherished friendship and association in the eternities to come. President Tanner and I have traveled the world together holding solemn assemblies, area conferences, and dedicating temples. What a joy it has been—he being accompanied by his beloved Sally, and I by my dear Camilla. Oh, how we shall miss him!

At the October 1960 general conference, when President Tanner was first called as a General Authority, he accepted his call by saying, "I would like to assure … [the] members of the General Authorities and you my brethren and sisters that I shall do my best and am prepared to dedicate my life and my best to the work of the Lord." (Improvement Era, Dec. 1960, p. 924.) The entire Church membership can testify to the fact that no man has ever kept his covenants and promises with greater sincerity and integrity.


Remarks by President Ezra Taft Benson of the Quorum of the Twelve

Nathan Eldon Tanner was one of the great and noble men of our time. He was recognized as a giant among men. In the annals of Church history he will be remembered as one of the most influential counselors in the First Presidency of the Church.

Over the years, I have admired the deep loyalty and great spirituality of this humble soul. I have noted his great love and affection for the President of the Church as they sat side by side in the temple, with Brother Tanner's hand affectionately placed on the arm of the chair over the hand of his beloved leader. …

Now may I share with you the collective tribute of the Quorum of the Twelve to President N. Eldon Tanner:

"The Quorum of the Twelve unitedly join in expressing our love, respect, and sympathy to Sister Tanner and to all of President Tanner's family. We, as the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, also desire to join in expressing a special tribute to President Tanner.

"In addition to serving the Church and the communities in which he lived, President Tanner was, and is, held in special respect and esteem among the Brethren. His personality was a powerful presence on the scene, a personality to which the Brethren responded in both admiration and unity.

"Clearly, President Tanner's management genius and his many talents were especially suited for this particular time to serve the needs of a growing, worldwide Church. But his splendid character would have made him a leader in any dispensation!

"He gave to all of us the example of high, personal achievement combined with humility and meekness. President Tanner was, and is, a remarkable blend of extraordinary ability and extraordinary humility. His constant concern was to make a contribution, not to receive recognition.

"His perspective of eternity permitted him to meet squarely the many and difficult problems of the day, a lesson which should not be lost upon those of us who must lead the Church into a troubled, but assured, future.

"His life epitomized 'constancy amid change'—but also serenity amid adversity! His leadership inspired unity and love amongst all of us.

"And how he impressed us by staying at his post, giving his all, until released. His final sermon was given to us visibly as he endured well and gracefully to the end!

"The death of a righteous individual is both an honorable release and a call to new labors. We say, from rich experience, how blessed are they who will now be served directly by this spiritual giant!

"God bless the family and the memory of President N. Eldon Tanner.

"We of the Quorum of the Twelve pay this tribute to our beloved brother and fellow worker in the kingdom of God."


Remarks by Presiding Bishop Victor L. Brown

President Tanner had a deep-seated respect for all mankind. This respect was not conditioned on agreeing with him on all issues or having the same religious convictions—even though his were the foundation of his life. He showed his respect in many ways, one of which was his art for listening. President Tanner gave his full attention to the speaker. He would hear him out and never demean another's opinion. He made an individual feel important.

President Tanner exhibited sincere humility. He had great confidence in himself, yet he sought out the opinions of others. He did not have to prove himself to others or to himself. Consequently, his ego never got in his way.

His decision-making resulted in almost flawless judgment. He gathered all possible facts before making a decision, never making an impetuous or off-the-cuff decision. He had an unusual talent for setting bias and prejudice aside, if such existed. He did not make the mistake of having pet projects that would tend to warp judgment. He did, however, have some pet sayings:

"I'd much rather be part of the solution to a problem than a part of the problem."

"It isn't important who is right. What is important is what is right."

"The world would be a better place if people were not so concerned about who gets the credit."

President Tanner developed the power of concentration to an unusual point. For example, one day a group was making a very detailed and technical presentation which lasted over two hours. There was very little time for discussion. At the conclusion, President Tanner said something like this: "Recommendations one and two can be implemented with little difficulty. Recommendation number three needs more study, and your chart covering this portion of the presentation needs to be redone for the following reasons (which he listed). Recommendation number four will require much more study and appears to be untimely at the moment." And this experience occurred after his eyesight had been seriously impaired. He had not seen the chart; it had been described to him.


Remarks by Mr. B. Z. Kastler, Jr., business associate

You have heard that he was active in civic affairs and that he was a builder—that he was responsible for the rejuvenation of Salt Lake City's downtown area and much new construction in Utah and elsewhere. True, he was. But his greatest achievement as a builder was building bridges over the chasms that often separate peoples. He would work with anybody of good will to span a gulf of misunderstanding—and span many he did. Afterward, he would give all of the credit to those with whom he worked, and in this fashion he was responsible for building many other "bridge builders." …

Nathan Eldon Tanner loved freedom; but more than this, he understood freedom. … He knew that freedom was not free, but required a highly self-disciplined people. Lastly, he knew that human freedom was fundamental to all progress in human endeavor—that no person can be a true convert to any ideal unless that person be free to make the choice. As a free man, President Tanner made his choices early in life and made them very well. He believed in personal involvement; he believed in serving.


Remarks by Elder Marvin J. Ashton of the Quorum of the Twelve

I [wish to] share [some of President Tanner's] wise counsel with all of us today because as it is appropriately applied in our lives, President Tanner's influence and image will never die.

President Tanner [has] said, "One day a grandson of mine said to me: 'I have observed you and other successful men, and I have made up my mind that I want to be a success in my life. I want to interview as many successful people as I can to determine what made them successful. So looking back over your experience, grandpa, what do you believe is the most important element of success?'

"I told him that the Lord gave the greatest success formula that I know of: 'Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.' (Matt. 6:33.)"

President Tanner continues: "Some argue that some men prosper financially who do not seek the kingdom first. This is true. But the Lord is not promising us just material wealth if we seek first the kingdom. I know this from my own experience." (Ensign, June 1982, pp. 2–3.)

Now and in days passed by, President Tanner has been referred to as "Mr. Integrity," "a giant in our city," and "a total man." Today, I think. … he can be properly identified as "a man of constancy amid change."

He knew how to make continuous efforts in the right direction under all circumstances. He would never shrink from hard contests. He wasn't one to delay an important decision. He was always comfortable with truth and right. He was too big to be petty. He was a man of warmth and tenderness. He was a family man. Sally was his sweetheart, and his daughters and their families were his joys.

He prayed constantly to endure faithfully to the end. His brilliant mind and sweet spirit never failed, even if his eyes and limbs did. He was sharp, keen, and alert to the end.

When tragedy, disappointments, or misconduct occurred in high places, his comment was never, "Oh, No!" or "How could he?" It was always, "What can we do to help?"—and then found what we could do to help.


Remarks by President Gordon B. Hinckley, Counselor in the First Presidency

I feel a terrifying sense of loss and a tremendous loneliness in President Tanner's passing. …

Few know how hard he fought to keep going. First, his eyesight largely failed, and it was a terribly discouraging thing for him. As months passed, he experienced increased difficulty in enunciating his words as a result of the disease which afflicted his body. He grew weaker. Walking became more of a burden. But he firmly resisted the use of a wheelchair and insisted on standing on his own feet. He had a spirit of independence and self-reliance to the very end.

I mention his physical infirmities only to emphasize that, although his body weakened, his mind remained alert and clear. His wisdom did not fail, nor did his judgment diminish. To the very last he spoke decisively and wisely. It is a marvelous and wonderful thing when an individual at 84 retains his mental acuity and his capacity to reason and is able to call up the experiences of the past as they pertain to the problems of the present.

His service to others was immense. He gave generously of his own means to help not only good causes, but individuals in distress. He knew by personal experience the meaning of hard work and the struggle to survive in an adverse environment. Farm life is not easy anywhere. It is particularly difficult in western Canada where the seasons are short and the winters long and bitter. He was family breadwinner during those hard years when the Great Depression hit western Canada. His principle in those circumstances was to make do with what you had and to work a little harder to improve it. His daughter Ruth has remarked concerning life in those dark days of the Depression: "All the other kids seemed to feel poor, but we never did; we were too busy". …

The Church was the foundation and the superstructure of his life. All else, great as it was, was secondary. His forebears had paid a terrible price for their faith in Joseph Smith as the restorer of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Eldon Tanner never let anything come between him and the sacred responsibilities to which he had been called as a servant of the Lord. …

Now he is gone. We mourn, but we do not mourn as those without hope. For him we know that death has not been a dark and fearsome thing. He had lived his life well as a gift from the Creator. His passing has been a going home to loved ones who have preceded him. It has been a going forward in advance of those who will follow. President Tanner's faith in the grand design of God was the lodestar of his character.

[photo] President and Sister Tanner, 1978.

[photo] Funeral proceedings of President N. Eldon Tanner.
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First Presidency Reorganized











The First Presidency of the Church was reorganized in early December following the death of President N. Eldon Tanner. On Thursday, 2 December 1982, President Spencer W. Kimball announced that he had selected President Marion G. Romney as his First Counselor and President Gordon B. Hinckley as his Second Counselor in the First Presidency.

The appointments were the second change that President Kimball has made in his administration. When ordained and set apart as President of the Church on 30 December 1973, President Kimball selected President Tanner as his First Counselor and President Romney as Second Counselor. Then, on 23 July 1981, President Kimball appointed Elder Gordon B. Hinckley of the Quorum of the Twelve as a Counselor in the First Presidency. President Hinckley has served in the First Presidency since that date.

In December, President Kimball will have completed nine years as President of the Church. Born 28 March 1895 in Salt Lake City, he grew up in Arizona and was ordained a member of the Quorum of the Twelve 7 October 1943. He is in his 88th year.

President Romney had served as Second Counselor in the First Presidency since 7 July 1972, when he was called to that capacity by President Harold B. Lee. He continued in the same position when President Kimball became President of the Church.

The new First Counselor has been deeply involved in guiding the Church's welfare program almost since its beginning in 1936. He was named Assistant Managing Director of the program in June 1941 and was General Chairman of Welfare Services from 1959 until 1963.

President Romney was called as an Assistant to the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles on 6 April 1941. Ten years later, in October 1951, he was called to be a member of the Quorum of the Twelve.

Marion G. Romney was born 19 September 1897 in Colonia Juarez, Mexico, to George S. and Artemesia Redd Romney. He graduated from Ricks Junior College, in Rexburg, Idaho, in 1920, and from the University of Utah with a bachelor's degree in 1926. In 1932 he graduated with an LL.B. degree in law. He was admitted to the bar and practiced in Salt Lake City for eleven years, serving respectively as assistant county attorney, assistant district attorney, and assistant city attorney. He also served one term in the Utah State Legislature in 1935–36. He has served in the Church as a missionary to Australia, as a bishop, and as a stake president.

He married Ida Jensen on 12 September 1924. She passed away on 9 March 1979.

They have two sons.

President Gordon B. Hinckley, the new Second Counselor in the First Presidency, had been serving since 23 July 1981 as a Counselor in the First Presidency. Previous to that call, he had served nearly twenty years as a member of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles. He became a General Authority in April 1958 with his call as an Assistant to the Quorum of the Twelve.

President Hinckley has been involved in the Church for most of his life. As one of the pioneers in the Church's communications efforts, he served twenty years as secretary of the Radio, Publicity and Literature Committee, forerunner of the present Public Communications Department.

He was born 23 June 1910 in Salt Lake City to Bryant Stringham and Ada Bitner Hinckley. He is a graduate of Salt Lake City schools and the University of Utah.

In 1937 he was called as a member of the Sunday School General Board, about two years after returning as a missionary to Great Britain. He was serving as president of the East Mill Creek Stake when called to be a General Authority. The author of five books, President Hinckley has edited several others and has written many Church study manuals, pamphlets, and radio and film scripts.

He and his wife, Marjorie Pay Hinckley, have five children.

[photos] Photography by Eldon K. Linschoten
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The Worth of One: A Home Teacher's Guide for Working with Inactive Members





By Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin

of the First Quorum of the Seventy

 




On one occasion during his mortal life, Jesus taught, "What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until he find it?

"And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing.

"And when he cometh home, he calleth together his friends and neighbours, saying unto them, Rejoice with me; for I have found my sheep which was lost.

"I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance." (Luke 15:4–7.)

This picture illustrates the great worth of each individual in the eyes of our Heavenly Father.

Today, as society escalates in complexity, many forces combine to cause an individual to feel unimportant and insignificant, sometimes reducing him to a number in government files, or on the university roster, or at the bank. As a result, he often senses that human life is trivial, little more than a bubble on the crest of a wave. Now, more than ever before, is the need for each individual to understand the love of a divine Father, in whose eyes he has an eternal place. More paramount than any discovery of science or glittering bit of worldly knowledge is the reinforcement of human worth given by the Lord through our Prophet Joseph Smith:

"And if it so be that you should labor all your days in crying repentance unto this people, and bring, save it be one soul unto me, how great shall be your joy with him in the kingdom of my Father!

"And now, if your joy will be great with one soul that you have brought unto me into the kingdom of my Father, how great will be your joy if you should bring many souls unto me!" (D&C 18:15–16.)

A modern parable portrays a farmer who had a wheat crop that surpassed any he had known before. According to the account, he could think of nothing but the treasures he could buy with the money from his crop. Every day he would visit his fields, gloat over the wonderful sea of golden grain, and then come home and proudly tell his family how rich he would be.

This farmer had a little boy who was ill and who begged his father to take him to the fields so that he could see this vast expanse of ripening wheat. The father consented, bundled his son up, and took him out. Absorbed in the treasure that lay before him, the father did not immediately notice that his son was no longer by his side. Some time passed before he noticed the child missing and began searching about in the wheat, which was taller than his boy. Not finding him, the frantic father rushed to the village to summon the help of his neighbors. All rallied to his call, formed a huge circle by joining hands, and walked slowly forward, trampling the dense stalks until the body of the boy was found. Brokenhearted, the father mourned over the death of his son who was so dear to him. He realized the greater worth of one individual over the worth of monetary possessions. (Sidney H. Alexander, Jr., "Today's Crises," Vital Speeches, 1 Jan. 1963, pp. 185–86.)

As God's children, we must also realize the great worth of each individual. In the Church we spend a great amount of money and much time in "saving our dead" and in sending thousands of our youth and other willing members to preach the gospel and gather those desiring to hearken to the voice of the good shepherd. We search for each individual who will accept our message.

But another important part of our efforts to find individual souls is the finding and regenerating of lost souls. This is not as simple as finding sheep. The tracks of sheep are more obvious and easier to trace than are the impulses and motives in the minds and hearts of lost members, too many of whom are indifferent to the spiritual values in the gospel plan of life. My concern is for those sons and daughters of God among us who are so often described as "inactive." They constitute a valuable portion of our Church membership.

Often, the primary contact inactive members have with the Church is through the home teachers who work under the direction of the bishop and the Melchizedek Priesthood quorum leaders. My interest in this important home-teaching duty began early in my life.


Preparation and Attitude

When I was a young man preparing to go on a mission, I had an outstanding bishop. His name was Marion G. Romney, now a member of the First Presidency. In giving my companion and me a home-teaching assignment, Bishop Romney emphasized the importance of being humble and prayerful and of preparing a challenging, spiritual message. He promised us great joy in the opportunities to be found in this home-teaching assignment. We were asked to visit five families, three of whom were inactive. This home-teaching assignment was so important to Bishop Romney that his enthusiasm and concern for it soon became our own. His careful instructions on how to accomplish it were impressive, and we followed carefully his inspired counsel. After a number of visits, all our families, including those who were inactive, became very friendly; and ultimately, all became active members of the Church.

Bishop Romney had made this home-teaching assignment significant for us. He encouraged us to prepare carefully and to be serious about the results of our visits. He helped us to develop the desire and the faith that make the difference. He taught us that dull, mechanical compliance to any assignment dooms it to failure. He brought us to the realization that the first essential factor in successful home teaching to inactives is the home teacher himself. The home teacher's own preparation, dedication, attitudes, and initiative are crucial.


Friendship

Some years ago a friend of mine was called on a stake mission. His daily work was managing a sizable supermarket. One of his customers was an elderly woman of means and prestige in the community. My friend developed a genuine empathy for her, did everything he could to express his appreciation for her patronage, and tried to fill her every request; he made it a point to carry her groceries to her car, open the car door for her, and see her homeward bound. He always smiled, spoke kind and gracious words, and gave her a friendly wave of the hand. She loved him for his friendly, helpful expressions of good will.

To his surprise, he happened to knock on her door one night while tracting with his stake missionary companion. She opened the door cautiously at first, then, seeing who was there, opened the door wider and happily exclaimed, "What a pleasant surprise!"

He explained that he was not wearing his groceryman's hat that night but was calling on her as a missionary of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. She said in response that she had her own religion, that for years she had refused to listen to the representatives of the Mormon church and had no interest in its message. But she exclaimed, "With you, it is different. Please come in. I want to hear what you, a splendid Christian gentleman, have to say."

That was only the beginning. We don't need to tell the whole story. It is enough to say that she joined the Church and loves it—because her heart was softened by this outstanding Latter-day Saint.

His experience illustrates the second point to effectively reaching those who are supposedly unreceptive—build a bridge of friendship before the subject of religion and Church involvement is broached. A relationship first established on the basis of good feelings will help to dissolve fears, uncertainties, and antagonisms and will open doors to understanding and acceptance of the gospel.


Timing

A third fundamental in this exciting challenge of reclaiming the inactive is that of timing. The scripture rightly says:

"To every thing there is a season, and time to every purpose under the heaven:

"A time to be born, … a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted." (Eccl. 3:1–2.)

My stake missionary friend had another convincing experience that taught him never to regard people as unchanging or unchangeable. They are neither stones nor stars. They are in constant motion.

A doctor rebuffed my friend in his attempts to serve as a home teacher. This doctor was a Church member in name only. His door seemed to be permanently and tightly closed to representatives of the Church. Then one evening my friend was visiting the hospital and was surprised and saddened to find in one bed the intractable doctor. He humbly and courageously asked, "Wouldn't you like us to give you a blessing?"

"That, above all things right now, would help me most," affirmed the doctor, weak and dispirited. And that, said my friend, was what it took to reactivate this heretofore inactive brother. It seems that for everyone there is a time—if only the Spirit of God sensitizes our hearts to the action we should take!

All of us have events in our lives that make us more receptive to change or help us to reevaluate our spiritual priorities. So it is with inactive members. The inactive families to whom you are assigned as home teachers may be more receptive when they have faced a specific hardship or when there is a significant event that takes place in their lives or in the lives of their children. Stay close to them and be prepared to be a spiritual influence in their lives when the time is right.


Conversion

Spiritual conversion to the gospel of Jesus Christ is the most important influence in motivating a person to become active. Focus your primary efforts in this area. Make arrangements with the quorum leader and the bishop to invite your inactive couples to a temple preparation seminar that is held at the ward or stake level. Attend the seminar with your assigned families and follow up during your visits by answering questions and encouraging their progress.

If your families are hesitant to attend a seminar, ask them for the opportunity to teach them about the principles of the gospel in weekly sessions where you and your companion would carefully present systematic instruction on gospel principles. Keep these sessions brief (thirty to forty-five minutes) and use as your curriculum the Temple Preparation Seminar Discussions (PBMP0101), the standard missionary discussions, or Gospel Principles (PBIC0245). Most families will respond positively to the opportunity to be taught the gospel in their homes.

Teach in the home without pressuring the family for commitments, contributions, or immediate changes in behavior. Allow them to grow in the truth that you present and to feel their own souls expanding and spiritual strength growing. They will often suggest their own goals and commitments as they learn more about the gospel.

Continue teaching weekly sessions in the home until the family becomes spiritually self-sustaining. This may take place in a matter of a few weeks, or it may require many months.


Fathers

Focus on fathers, because when they become active they will generally influence the rest of their family members to do the same. Counsel with the father regarding your visits and activities with the family. Ask for his guidance, and honor his requests of you. When you are in his home, be directed by him regarding who should offer prayer, what subjects you teach, and what suggestions you make.


Involvement

When appropriate, try to provide your assigned families with an opportunity to serve and be involved in one of the organizations of the Church. While they desperately need your love and service, they also need a chance to grow through their own service and involvement. Quorums should organize appropriate committees chaired by active Melchizedek Priesthood bearers who report regularly to the quorum presidency. In addition to two or three active brethren on each committee, an inactive brother could also be asked to serve. Frequently, inactive brethren who do not respond to a general invitation to attend Church will be receptive to a specific request to serve on a committee which takes into account their interests. In such a setting, they can build friendships, acquire gospel maturity, and gain increased self-confidence in spiritual, Church situations.


Patience

Your efforts to activate some families may require a long period of patient service, for "a brother offended is harder to be won than a strong city." (Prov. 18:19.) People progress at their own rate, and some will require a longer period of time to become active. Be patient with them; this work takes time.


Spiritual Guidance

No single activation approach can reach everyone. The reasons some members are not active are as varied as the individuals themselves. Your plans to activate them must be made carefully and prayerfully, according to their need. The Lord alone knows the secrets to unlocking their hearts.

There are many members of the Church who need the strengthening influence of concerned brothers and sisters. While home teachers play a vital role in working with inactive members, all Church members and organizations have a portion of the responsibility. President Spencer W. Kimball has said:

"The cycles of inactivity and indifference are recurring cycles from fathers and mothers to sons and daughters. We must break that cycle at two points simultaneously. We must reach out and hold many more of our young men and women to keep them faithful, to help them to be worthy to go on missions, and to be married in the holy temples. At the same time, we must reach and hold many more of the fathers and mothers." (Regional Representatives Seminar, 30 September 1977.)

As we individually and organizationally reach out to our brothers and sisters, we should remember "'Tis the human touch in this world that counts, … far more to the fainting heart than shelter and bread." (Spencer Michael Frees, "The Human Touch," A Treasury of Inspiration, ed. Ralph L. Woods, New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Co., 1951, p. 327.) The human touch, to be sure, is the point of beginning for all effective home teachers, but also necessary is a "divine touch," both for the teacher and for the taught.

In pursuing this duty with diligence, effectiveness, and cheerfulness, may we experience that joy which Jesus described:

"Rejoice with me; for I have found my sheep which was lost.

"I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine … which need no repentance." (Luke 15:6–7.)
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I Have a Question


Val D. MacMurray Val D. MacMurray Glenn E. Nielson Glenn E. Nielson Gerry Pond Gerry Pond


How do Church members choose a therapist for social-emotional difficulties? What should we do when no Latter-day Saint therapists are available?

Counseling is available from many places: federal, state, and community agencies; clinics, hospitals; extended care facilities; and rehabilitation centers. Many private practitioners are also available. Some universities may have therapy services available at reduced fees. These services may be provided largely by candidates for advanced degrees working under supervision.

Upon identifying a potential therapist, meet with him or her and ask questions such as these:

1. What types of problems does he or she feel especially capable of handling? And are there some problems that he or she prefers to refer to other therapists?

abortion, homosexuality, premarital sex, divorce, etc.? (You may wish to focus closely on the problem with which you need help.) Obviously you would not want to work with a therapist who would suggest that you violate your personal or gospel standards.

3. What are his or her feelings about sin and how the Church helps someone overcome sin? (If a therapist questions the existence of sin or its impact in the lives of people, his therapy will be of questionable help.)

4. Does he or she feel that appropriate guilt or sorrow for wrongdoing can help someone make positive changes? (A therapist who feels that guilt itself is the problem may focus inappropriately on changing your feelings rather than on helping you change the behavior that causes the guilty feelings.)

5. As a matter of professional ethics, he or she will keep your case confidential; but if you request it, will he or she be willing to consult with your bishop?

6. What is the therapist's educational background? What specialized training or experience has he or she had with the problem about which you are concerned? Is he or she licensed to practice by local licensing authorities?

7. What is his or her typical style or method of therapy?

Dr. Carlfred Broderick, a stake president and licensed marriage and family counselor, recommends that you ask yourself these questions after your first session:

1. Does the therapist seem to understand and care how I feel?

2. Does he or she see clearly what is going on?

3. Do this person's ideas make common sense, or do they seem strange, dumb, or outrageous?

If the answers to these questions are not satisfactory, you probably do not trust the therapist and should look for another.

Dr. Broderick also suggests that you should expect some improvement in your problem by the fourth session. "If nothing good is happening, have the courage to quit," he advises, and adds, "Do not be intimidated by the strategy of certain counselors who imply that the real problem is your moral or religious hang-ups. Reject any diagnosis which suggests that unless you adopt the counselor's philosophy or life-style, you cannot be helped. … Don't be afraid to stand your ground if the counselor's requests violate your own values or standards. The best counselors will respect your position even if they do not share it." (Carlfred Broderick, Couples, New York: Simon & Schuster, 1979, pp. 218–19.)

You should be aware that many therapists specialize in a given area. If you have a specific problem, seek a specialist in that particular area.

There are also differences in the type of training therapists have received: psychiatrists are medical doctors specializing in treating individuals with emotional problems and thus can prescribe medication if necessary. Psychiatrists usually charge higher fees than other practitioners. Clinical psychologists usually have an academic doctoral degree (Ph.D.) and are trained in testing and individual therapy. Social workers may have doctorates or Master of Social Work degrees, and may counsel individuals, work with small groups or troubled families, and handle much the same range of emotional problems as these other practitioners.

May I again encourage you to draw on the resources of your bishop. In fact, it may be that through his inspired help, you will find you do not need the assistance of a therapist.


Why shouldn't a person who lives within the geographical boundaries of one ward attend meetings regularly in another ward and have his or her membership there?

Years of experience at the ward, stake, mission, and now regional level convince me that the revelation given to the Church in Doctrine and Covenants 132:8 [D&C 132:8] is indeed of divine origin: "Behold, mine house is a house of order, saith the Lord God, and not a house of confusion." This scripture provides a firm foundation for all administrative aspects of the Church.

Consider the ward organization. The office of a bishop is to look after the welfare of all members living within the designated borders of his ward. Can you imagine how difficult a bishop's job would be if geographical boundaries were not observed? Think of the problems in communication and ward organization!

The bishop whose ward a family should be attending would be unable to consider any members of this family for positions of activity if the family members were going other than where they lived. At the same time, the bishop in whose ward they had elected to attend would naturally have some hesitation about using them in positions of leadership. The change would also require extra travel for home teachers, visiting teachers, and others who would normally visit them.

And think of the effect on the family. Since they would not be associating at church with people with whom they associate during the week, they would have a difficult time feeling part of any other ward. Not only would their social lives be affected by the change, but their spiritual lives as well.

Having said all this, let me say that there are circumstances that allow a person living in the boundaries of one ward to attend another ward. In some areas, single adult wards have been formed to provide a way for such individuals to associate regularly. There are also wards organized for special language and cultural groups and others with special needs who would find it more socially and spiritually beneficial to associate with one another. (See Ensign, June 1981, p. 44.) But even in these cases, geographical boundaries are established and observed as much as possible.

When divisions of wards and branches are made, stake presidencies seek the help and the guidance of their Father in Heaven and receive it in making those divisions. Whatever ward we find ourselves in physically is the place our Father in Heaven would have us for the benefit of ourselves and others. It is the place where the greatest opportunity for service and development will come to us.

Our Savior's church is truly a church of order, and if we will live within the orderly framework he has established, he will cause the Church and the gospel to be great blessings to us. "I, the Lord, am bound when ye do what I say; but when ye do not what I say, ye have no promise." (D&C 82:10.)


Not long ago I learned that someone in our area was called to the position of public communications director. Can you tell me what this calling entails and whether it involves the help of other members?

Public communications directors (PCDs) also assist the chairmen of special programs like open houses, fairs, and exhibits in creating publicity and in setting up actual exhibits. In addition, they help train other PCDs for whom they are responsible.

PCDs may belong to a public communications council. On a region or a stake level, this involves local specialists in areas of print, electronic media (radio and television), photography, speakers bureau, and sensitive issues; a secretary; and a representative from any missions included in that geographic area. The local priesthood leader is the chairman of the council.

Many councils use a "news bureau" approach, writing and sending priesthood-approved news tips and releases to local media (and adapting Church headquarters releases for local use). Some of these councils also use a "clipping service," which clips all newspaper articles mentioning the Church in a particular geographic area. Some PCDs simply clip articles themselves and forward them to Church headquarters. Council members are always concerned about developing good working relationships with individuals in the media.

Ward, stake, and region public communications directors can have a powerful impact on missionary work and community perception of the Church. We've seen PCDs under a priesthood directed program help eliminate misperceptions about our people and our beliefs by developing friendly working relations with local media, providing the media with accurate information, and publishing positive articles about the Church.

Part of the calling of a PCD is to be aware of major media interest concerning the Church and issues that local priesthood leaders might address, using First Presidency statements as their guide. For example, one stake president took a stand against an indecent billboard in his city, and the public communications director worked with the media to report the Church's stand against pornography. The billboard was removed within days.

In this regard, PCDs also welcome input from other Church members. Many members have brought to the attention of local PCDs interesting, positive stories about Latter-day Saint people or events that, with priesthood approval, have been passed on to local media.

Local members have also called the attention of PCDs to inaccuracies they have seen or heard reported about the Church. In one area, for example, a member brought to the attention of the PCD incorrect information reported in the local media. The PCD, in turn, worked with his priesthood leader to issue a statement to the press to correct the inaccuracies. The paper was more than willing to print an entirely new, correct story. In this case, inaccurate reporting became an opportunity for dedicated Church members to present the correct teachings of the Church.

We have found that an effective public communications program in a ward, stake, or region requires strong priesthood support as well as initiative on the part of the public communications director. If the priesthood leader and the PCD work together to set goals and a budget for the program, some very exciting and helpful things can happen in their efforts to spread the gospel.
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Back from Inactivity





Trudy Dilworth Bockoven

 




In one of my MIA classes during my high school years, my teacher discussed the possibility that some of us girls would become inactive. I remember looking around the room wondering which ones of us would fall away. I couldn't imagine any of us not being active, especially myself. I was certain that I was safe. Yet in a couple of years I was among those my teacher had been discussing, a statistic on the list of inactives.

Inactivity wasn't something I planned. It crept in without my being fully aware.

While attending Ricks College, I began finding reasons for missing sacrament meetings: a good movie was on; I was too tired; nobody spoke to me at church. I had a whole closet full of excuses. Missing one church meeting without valid reason made it easier for me to miss another and then another. I began to skip meetings almost every Sunday, except for those times I went home to visit for the weekend. I went to Devotional only when I had to sing in the choir, and I didn't pray as often as I should have. But I still felt I was a good Mormon.

When I left college and went to work in another town, I decided I would start going to church again. I went several times, then quit—I didn't like the ward. I saved my tithing because I planned to pay it sometime. But the amount grew larger and larger, and I bought worldly goods instead.

Since I didn't attend church, I didn't know other LDS people my age; therefore, my friends were nonmembers. I didn't think anything was wrong with going to a bar with them now and then as long as I drank soda or orange juice. Once in a bar I even ran into a girl from my old MIA class. We both tried to explain that we were "only drinking soda." Neither of us believed the other.

I'm not sure at exactly what point I realized what had happened to me, but after about three years of inactivity, I tried to return to church. I wasn't very successful. Inactivity is a slippery slide. The farther we go, the faster we slide. Some go so far away that they no longer believe they have what it takes to come back. My heart aches for them.

Even those of us who try to climb back sometimes feel we're not making any progress. We grow so afraid, that we won't let go of the side bars long enough to reach up and advance. The process of climbing back to activity can be slow and painful. The falling may bruise us, and climbing back may take all our strength, but I know now that it is possible to get back.

I realize that I might never have made it without my husband, Kurt. When he joined the Church I felt it was my turning point, a good chance to come back.

I had been born in the Church, yet I had never read any Church-related books. When Kurt joined he read the Book of Mormon in a week, and he hasn't stopped studying the gospel since. I felt I needed to keep up with him. I've read and learned more about the gospel since his baptism than ever before. I finally gained the testimony I needed to help me through my struggle. When we were sealed in the temple in December 1980, I wept for joy. I felt I had finally reached the top of the slide.

I know the Church is true, and I know the Lord answers our prayers. When I found myself in serious inactivity, I prayed for help and the Lord sent me Kurt. When I struggled for knowledge, I prayed for guidance and received a calling to teach in the Primary, where I've had the opportunity to review gospel basics. I remember one lesson in particular. I felt that because I had been inactive I wasn't as good as those who had never fallen away. That lesson just happened to be about the parable of the lost sheep, and I learned that the Lord loves me dearly, even though I strayed. When I prayed for children, the Lord gave me six all at once—these lovely souls in my CTR-A class who bring me such joy!

As I struggled to come back, praying for help, I promised the Lord that if he would help me become active again, I would do everything I could to encourage others not to follow the path to inactivity that I had followed. I know now that I should not have let petty excuses keep me from my meetings. When I felt alone or ignored at church, I should have introduced myself to someone who also appeared to need a friend. I should have kept reading the scriptures even if it had been only a chapter a day. Above all, I should have continued to pray—always.

Sometimes my husband asks me if I'm afraid of becoming inactive again. My answer is "Yes!" I am afraid, but that fear is a blessing because it keeps me on guard. When I stay up late Saturday night and don't feel like attending my Sunday meetings, the fear of becoming inactive helps me get up and go. I know what it's like and I don't want to find myself there again. So far I've been one of the lucky ones. Enduring to the end is now my goal.

[illustration] Illustration courtesy Providence Lithograph
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Trudy Dilworth Bockoven, a homemaker with one child, serves as Primary in-service leader in her San Francisco, California, ward.
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Becoming a Better Father





By LDS Social Services

 





The Need for a Father's Influence

"If I were asked to name the world's greatest need, I should say unhesitatingly; wise mothers and … exemplary fathers." (David O. McKay, Richard L. Evans' Quote Book, Salt Lake City: Publishers Press, 1971, p. 20.)

Being a parent is one of the most influential roles you will ever have. Yet, too often some assume "parenthood" means "motherhood." Mothers are important to the happiness and well-being of the family, but the influence of a righteous father is just as valuable. Professional research has found that a child's intellectual, emotional, and social development, masculinity and femininity, even the ability to function effectively in a future marriage, appear to be influenced by the father's personal relationship with the child and with the child's mother. President Spencer W. Kimball said, "[One of] the most important positions in time and eternity is that of the father." (He That Receiveth My Servants Receiveth Me, Melchizedek Priesthood Study Guide, 1979, p. 104.)


Make Your Children a Priority

"Lo, children are an heritage of the Lord: and the fruit of the womb is his reward. As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man; so are children of the youth. Happy is the man that hath his quiverfull of them." (Ps. 127:3–5.)

Sometimes it's hard to imagine that the four-year-old who fed your favorite tie to the dog or the seventeen-year-old who came home from a date at 2:00 A.M. and could only say, "I forgot what time it was," are blessings from heaven.

Children are a great challenge as well as a great blessing. As fathers, our responsibility to them is great. (See Mosiah 4:14.) As with all important responsibilities, to be successful with our children requires making them an important priority.

Elder Richard L. Evans said: "In all things there is a priority of importance … and one of our urgent opportunities is to respond to a child when he earnestly asks—remembering they don't always ask, that they aren't always teachable, that they won't always listen. And often we have to take them on their terms and at their times. But if we respond to them with sincere attention and sincere concern they will likely continue to come to us and ask. And if they find they can trust us with their trivial questions, they may later trust us with the more weighty ones." (The Spoken Word, KSL broadcast, 31 Jan. 1970.)


It's about Time

"Fathers, draw close to your children. … This means giving a father's most valuable commodity—time!" (Elder A. Theodore Tuttle, Ensign, Jan. 1974, p. 67.)

When over two thousand children of all ages and backgrounds were asked, "What makes a wonderful dad?" the essence of their replies was, "He takes time for me." If you were to add up the time you actually spend with your children, the total may not be as much as you think. In one study of three-month-old infants, it was found that fathers spent only thirty-eight seconds a day with their young children! When sufficient time isn't given to a child, not only is he being deprived of a father's important positive influence, but in some instances he may even be harmed. Evidence has shown that a child who is always shunned or ignored will begin to think of himself as worthless. Giving time to your children, the kind of time that will help them feel good about themselves, life, and others—including you—is the first major step in becoming a better father.


Common Time Problems

"How long has it been since you took your children, whatever their size, in your arms and told them that you love them and are glad that they can be yours forever?" (Spencer W. Kimball, Ensign, Nov. 1974, pp. 112–13.)

Because time is so crucial, many problems arise in father-child relationships. Some of the challenges you may be having as a father could resemble one of the following:



Lack of Time



You never seem to have enough time. You work long hours, and you're constantly involved in church and civic responsibilities. Home is just a stopping place between other obligations. The few conversations you do have with your children usually center around the theme, "I'm busy."



Preoccupied with Other Matters



You give time to your children, but you are so preoccupied with your own thoughts or activities you may as well not even be there. You try to watch the game on TV while reading your children a bedtime story. You think about how you're going to fix the car while helping your child with some homework. You're physically present, but mentally and emotionally absent.



Frustration



You give time to your children, but what a burden you feel it is! You take them to the zoo, but wish you hadn't. Each moment you're involved with them you're thinking of the time being taken away from something else you'd rather be doing. You feel frustrated about responsibilities as a father and may even resent being one.

Almost every father, on occasion, becomes too busy, too preoccupied, or too frustrated to relate well with his children. The danger occurs when these problems arise frequently or in ways that become harmful to children.


Spending Time with Your Children

"Children are our most important assets. They need our time." (N. Eldon Tanner, Ensign, June 1977, p. 5.)

How do you avoid these common time problems? Once you understand the importance of your influence on your children and correct your priorities, there are three steps you can take:



Pay Attention



You pay attention to your child by responding to his presence, particularly when he is speaking. Paying attention means looking at the child instead of the newspaper or television set, listening carefully to feelings as well as words, asking him for an opinion about what you're discussing, showing genuine interest instead of annoyance. Just as much is said with facial expressions and the tone of voice as with words. Let your actions tell your children you're paying attention.



Share Your Experiences



Sharing takes place when you and your child talk and listen. It happens when you exchange ideas, experiences and concerns, interests and ambitions, likes and dislikes. Tell your younger child about an airplane ride you once had. Tell your older child about a good book you've recently read. Let your children be a part of your life's experiences. While there are personal and intimate experiences which should not be shared, most fathers could be much more open with their children.



Do Things with Your Children



A child needs to enjoy family activities and traditions. But he also needs moments when he can be alone with his father on a one-to-one basis. Participating in planned activities (such as camping, building a tree house, going to the museum or library) as well as enjoying spur-of-the-moment activities (such as going for a walk, working in the yard, going to the store together) are important ways to spend time with your child.

Doing things together is especially significant to the child if the activity is something he or she wants to do. But the activity is secondary. What's important is that you're there, dad, focusing all your time and attention on the child. And remember, that means with your daughter as well as your son.


Make "Later" Now

"There are reasons for your commitment to be made now, for as the rush of hours, days, and months grows stronger, the will to commit grows weaker." (Neal A. Maxwell, Ensign, Nov. 1974, p. 12.)

Fathers often have a "later" attitude toward their children. "I'll help you later. I'm busy now." Or, "Don't bother me now. Maybe later." The challenge as a father is to make "later" now. Start right now to take those precious moments of time to respond to the needs of your children in positive ways. Your children will grow up, but they'll never outgrow the need to spend time with their father.

Review your schedule for the coming week and set aside individual time for each of your children, even if it's only fifteen minutes a week before bedtime. If it will help, fill in the accompanying time chart. Begin by marking out all the times you have commitments that can't be changed. Ask each of your children to do the same. Then schedule a time from the remaining hours or minutes that you and your child can be together. Remember, what your child really needs is YOU.


"Can you find in all the holy scriptures where the Lord Jesus Christ failed his Church? Can you find any scripture where he was untrue to his people, to his neighbors, friends or associates? Was he faithful? Was he true? Could you ask anything good and worthy that he did not give? …


"When the husband is ready to treat his household in that manner, that means his wife and his children, in that manner, not only the wife but all the family will respond to his loving and exemplary leadership. It will be automatic. You won't need to demand it. …" (Spencer W. Kimball, "Men of Example," unpublished address to religious educators, Church Educational System, 12 Sept. 1978, pp. 4–5.)

[photos] Photography by Eldon K. Linschoten
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The Warmth of a Winter Baptism

Hildegard Hahl

My parents investigated the Church in Germany during World War I, even though no missionaries were allowed in the country at that time. My mother first heard about the gospel from a cousin of mine, older than I, who was disowned by her family because she had joined the Church. Father permitted mother to attend meetings, taking my brother and me with her, but he would have none of it himself. Then a fellow worker gave him a Book of Mormon and told him about the Church. Father read the book, studied the gospel, and began attending church with us.

When the branch president suggested baptism to my mother, she told him that she and the children were ready, but she wanted to wait for her husband. Father said, "I am ready, too." But mother told him he wasn't ready because he still smoked a pipe. Father broke his pipe into three pieces and threw it into the fire. As a jeweler and watchmaker he had been accustomed to working at a high table, smoking a long pipe that reached to the floor, so it really was a credit to him to give it up.

Since baptisms were illegal at the time, we arranged to meet some Saints at a street-car depot at night and go to the river for the baptismal ceremony. On the appointed day, I came home from school so ill I could not eat my supper. When the time came to leave, I felt worse, and mother said I should wait and be baptized later. I insisted that I wanted baptism now and would not wait any longer. We rode the street car for about an hour to get to the Chemnitz River, then walked through the park to where the baptism would take place.

By the time we got off the street car I was feeling so bad that I could not talk or walk. My father and some of the brethren took turns carrying me. When we arrived, we found a policeman on guard, but he was sitting against a tree, asleep. Barbed wire was strung across the path leading to the river, but some of the brethren held the wire apart while we crept through. We found the river frozen over, but the brethren broke the ice, and then I was asked if I still wanted to be baptized that night. It was about midnight. I nodded, for I still couldn't talk, and I was the first of eleven people (three children and eight adults) to be baptized. It must have been the impact of the cold water, but when I was immersed, I felt as if a thick shell was being peeled off me. I was able to climb up the embankment by myself and I felt well again. Mother and some sisters helped me dry and dress. Afterward, I sat on a little folding stool to be confirmed.

Following the baptisms, we returned as we had come, along the narrow path and through the barbed wire fence, past the policeman who was still asleep. A big bright moon made the night seem almost day, and as we walked back to the street-car depot we sang hymns of praise to our Father in Heaven.

Sometime after the war was over, the missionaries returned to Germany, and one Sunday morning a new missionary from America who couldn't speak our language came to our home for dinner. My parents spoke some English, as they had lived in Liverpool, England, for four years. In the evening we all went to sacrament meeting, and the new elder was asked to speak. I remember feeling sorry for him, knowing that he knew no German, and I wondered what he would say. He didn't have time to copy a talk from one of the other elders who had been there awhile.

But he spoke for over an hour. He told the Saints to go to America because another world war would come which would be worse than the one we had just been through. This was a terrible thing to hear, because the suffering of the recent war was still vivid in our memories. On the way home from the meeting I asked my parents what language the missionary spoke. I knew it wasn't German and I knew it wasn't English, although I didn't understand English; yet I understood every word he said. My father said I should never forget that experience for I probably would never hear anything like that again. This elder had spoken in tongues.

From that day my parents spoke of little else but plans for immigrating to America. My father went first, and about a year later he sent for my mother, my brother, and me. My mother was at first denied permission to leave Germany, as she had heart trouble, but she insisted my brother and I go; six months later she was permitted to join us.

Everything the missionary had predicted came to pass. My sister, who did not accept the gospel and who still lives in Germany, told us about the war, and events there transpired as the elder had prophesied.

[illustration] Illustrated by Ted Henninger

[bookmark: pop_001] 
Hildegard G. Hahl, mother of five, is a member of the Sunset Eighth Ward in Provo, Utah.


Mother and I Prayed Together

Donna Homer

As third from the oldest in a family of nine children, I learned early the great value of loving and sharing. I also learned the value of the dollar.

When I was seventeen and a junior in high school, I began working as a waitress in a well-known restaurant. I was new and unskilled, and made very little in tips at first.

One afternoon as I was getting ready for work, I noticed that my mother seemed very worried and unhappy. I took her aside where the younger children could not hear and asked her what was wrong. Softly, fighting tears, she began to tell me the problem. She was worried about getting enough food for the family for the evening meal. The small shop my father operated had failed to bring in any money for several days, the groceries in the house had diminished, and now there wasn't enough to feed eleven hungry people. None of the children had any money saved up to lend her for supper that night. Even I had none.

At this point we were both weeping. Lovingly I pressed her head on my shoulder, trying to comfort her. Then came a reassuring urge to pray. It was our only recourse. "Mom," I said, "let's have prayer together. Heavenly Father will help us." Smiling, she said "okay."

We knelt together and each offered a prayer. The Spirit was overwhelming, and when we finished we put our arms around each other. We knew something would happen.

Later that day, after I had gone to work, mother called me, her voice cracking from emotion. It seems that someone had come into the shop only minutes before closing time and made a purchase; then someone else had come in and paid his bill early! She had enough money for supper. Fighting the lump in my throat, I replied that I too had made more money than usual—close to $14 in tips in only two and a half hours. Usually I went home after five or six hours of work with less money than that.

After hanging up the phone, I found a quiet corner and humbly thanked my Father in Heaven for his goodness and for sustaining my faith and that of my mother.

[bookmark: pop_002] 
Donna Homer, a homemaker, is Primary music director in her ward in Emery, Utah.


Lee's Testimony

Ann Lundberg Robinson

When the doctor confirmed that our six-year-old daughter was diabetic, we were heartbroken. Because the tendency for diabetes is inherited from both parents, we felt responsible for passing this ailment to our innocent Carolyn. Added to our feelings of guilt was the burden of giving Carolyn insulin injections, controlling her diet, and dealing with emotional distress.

One day I heard someone quote scripture to indicate that if a person is afflicted and not subsequently healed, it could be because he or his loved ones lack faith. I was overcome with depression. Carolyn had been administered to several times and had been in the earnest prayers of many people. Whose faith was lacking? How could I develop more faith? Would God punish this precious daughter because I lacked the required faith?

Finally, one fast day as I sought solace and answers from Heavenly Father, an answer came that I will never forget.

gratitude for the blessings of life.

After the sacrament that fast day, the time for testimony bearing began and Lee asked for the microphone. He recalled the time when, as a student at Brigham Young University, he and his returned-missionary roommates decided he had suffered long enough. They concluded that among them and their priesthood leader they possessed enough faith for him to be healed. As they fasted together, Lee felt such a strong spirit and faith among them that he knew he could be made well.

The anointing was completed and hands were laid on his head as the blessing began. The young men in that priesthood circle knew the Lord's spirit was with them, yet the elder giving the blessing could not promise Lee that he would be cured.

He felt discouraged and puzzled. They were all faithful servants of the Lord. They had all fasted and prayed sincerely and with faith. Why then was he not healed?

In an effort to overcome his depression, Lee returned to his studies. He picked up a pencil and began to write …


"Dree".


He looked at the word unbelievingly. He had never seen or heard it, and it almost seemed as if someone else had guided his hand. Curious, he looked for the meaning in his pocket dictionary, but it was not there; feeling foolish, he tossed the paper in the wastebasket. But as he tried to study, a compelling feeling he could not dismiss finally urged him to look again in an unabridged dictionary. To his astonishment, he found it. The word meant "endure, continue to bear, great, important." It was the answer to his faith and supplication. A feeling of peace flooded over him.

The word melted into my heart: endure—endure—endure. As Lee closed his testimony that day, the tears streamed down my face. My soul was lifted with a divine reassurance.

Upon returning home, I opened the Doctrine and Covenants and read these verses:

"My son, peace be unto thy soul; thine adversity and thine afflictions shall be but a small moment;

"And then, if thou endure it well, God shall exalt thee on high; thou shalt triumph over all thy foes." (D&C 121:7–8.)

Carolyn's condition will always be a challenge, but in adjusting to her malady she has developed a maturity and spirituality beyond her years. She is twenty now, and was married in the Salt Lake Temple two years ago.

I am grateful for the testimony Lee shared with us that day long ago. It has helped me realize that the precious gift of faith is required not only for healing, when it is God's will, but also for a challenge just as important: enduring.

[bookmark: pop_003] 
Ann Lundberg Robinson, mother of four, is Primary music director of the Sandy, Utah, Fifth Ward.
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The Land Jesus Knew, Part 2











The Ensign continues with Part 2 of a five-part series featuring paintings and photographs of sites and events associated with the life of the Lord Jesus Christ. This month we focus on the beginning of his ministry—from his arrival in Galilee after his baptism and temptation in the wilderness to the ordination of the Twelve Apostles.

The paintings are by Harry Anderson, noted living American illustrator of the life of Christ, and by David Roberts, a British artist who visited the Holy Land in 1839–1842 and produced many drawings and lithographs of scenes there. Roberts' work, though romanticized in aspects, offers a rare view of what the Holy Land might have looked like before the modernization of the twentieth century.

Some of Harry Anderson's paintings are printed by courtesy of the Church; others are printed courtesy of the Pacific Press Publishing Association, for whom Mr. Anderson has painted many illustrations.

The photography is from Church Educational System (CES) photographers.

"And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and the mother of Jesus was there …

"And when they wanted wine, the mother of Jesus saith unto him, They have no wine. …

"Jesus saith unto them, Fill the waterpots with water. And they filled them up to the brim.

"And he saith unto them, Draw out now, and bear unto the governor of the feast. And they bare it.

"When the ruler of the feast had tasted the water that was made wine, … [he said,] thou hast kept the good wine until now.

"This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth his glory; and his disciples believed on him." (John 2:1–11.)

After his baptism and temptation in the wilderness, Jesus came into Galilee to begin his ministry.

Four miles to the northeast of Nazareth is the small village of Kefr Kenna, regarded in some traditions as biblical Cana. Across the valley from this town, however, is the archaeological site of Khirbet Qana, believed by many scholars to be the actual location of the ancient village where Jesus performed the miracle of turning water into wine. Cana was also the site of another miracle—the healing of the nobleman's son, who was some distance away in Capernaum. (See John 4:46–54.) In this photo, taken near Kefr Kenna, the ancient site of Khirbet Qana is just visible at left center, at the far edge of the cultivated valley.

"Then cometh he to a city of Samaria, … near to the parcel of ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph.

"Now Jacob's well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied with his journey, sat thus on the well: and it was about the sixth hour.

"There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water. …

"Jesus … said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again:

"But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life. …

"The woman saith unto him, I know that Messias cometh, which is called Christ: when he is come, he will tell us all things.

"Jesus saith unto her, I that speak unto thee am he." (John 4:5–7, 13–14, 25–26.)

Pictured here is an 1839 view of Nablus, encompassing the ancient city of Shechem, on the outskirts of which was Jacob's Well. Above the city rises Mount Gerizim, the sacred hill of the Samaritans. This view is from the west, and the site of the ancient city would be at the left, in the fold between Mount Gerizim and Mount Ebal.

A view of ancient Shechem, with the eastern face of Mount Gerizim in the background. From the ruins of the old city, one sees the site traditionally regarded as the tomb of Joseph, which lies within the walled enclosure at right center. The Crusaders started construction of a church over Jacob's Well, the remains of which are seen here as broken granite columns half buried in a mound at left center.

It was at Jacob's Well that Jesus rested on his journey from Jerusalem to Galilee after attending Passover. Here he talked with the Samaritan woman while "his disciples were gone away unto the city to buy meat." (John 4:8.)

On the outskirts of ancient Shechem is a plot of land that for a time was the home of Jacob and his twelve sons. (See Gen. 33:16–35:4.) Easily identified in this photo is the partially completed Crusader church built over Jacob's Well. After entering the church, one descends several steps to reach the approximate ground level of Jesus' day. The well, measuring 7 1/2 feet in diameter and reaching some 90 feet in depth, gives water that is very cool and refreshing.

Having returned from Jerusalem, Jesus began to teach in synagogues in Galilee. In Nazareth, the place of his boyhood and early manhood, Jesus astonished the townsmen with his bold testimony that he was the promised Messiah. Using Isaiah 61:1–2 [Isa. 61:1–2] as his text, Jesus declared:

"The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; because the Lord hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound;

"To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn." As he closed the book containing these words, he said: "This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears." (Luke 4:21.)

Angered by his testimony, "all they in the synagogue … were filled with wrath,

"And rose up, and thrust him out of the city, and led him unto the brow of the hill whereon their city was built, that they might cast him down headlong.

"But he passing through the midst of them went his way." (Luke 4:28–30.)

After his rejection at Nazareth, Jesus went to Capernaum on the Sea of Galilee, which became for a while the center of his ministry and was referred to as "his own city." (Mark 2:1 ff.)

Situated on the northwestern shore of the sea, Capernaum was near the main caravan route between Egypt and Damascus. Thus, it was a center of commercial activity and contained perhaps 10,000 inhabitants in Jesus' day. (See Lamar C. Berrett, Discovering the World of the Bible, Provo, Utah: Young House, 1973, p. 354.) Here Jesus performed more recorded miracles than in any other city (see J. Reuben Clark, Jr., Our Lord of the Gospels, Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1974, pp. 535–37), and here he gave some of his greatest discourses. Yet Capernaum's residents remained unbelieving, and Jesus prophesied the city's eventual downfall. (See Matt. 11:23–24.) All that remains at the traditional site of ancient Capernaum today are the ruins of an old synagogue built in perhaps the second century A.D., and stones from surrounding buildings.

This photograph gives an aerial view of part of present day Capernaum. Foremost in the right center of the picture is an excavation of the remains of an ancient Jewish synagogue, thought to have been built on the site where a synagogue may have stood in Jesus' day.

Attempts have been made to partially restore this synagogue of ancient Capernaum. The view here is of its outer walls and entrance. After the first return of captives from the Babylonian exile (see Ezra 1:1–5), the synagogue assumed a position of prime importance in each Jewish town, becoming the center of village activity. Here were housed the holy books of the Law of Moses and the sacred writings of other prophets, and here each week the faithful townspeople gathered for worship.

Inside the ancient synagogue at Capernaum. If these ruins of about 200 A.D. are comparable in size to the synagogue of Jesus' day, it indicates that in New Testament times Capernaum was a city of importance to the Jews.

"And it came to pass, that … [Jesus] stood by the lake of Gennesaret,

"And saw two ships standing by the lake. …

"And he entered into one of the ships, which was Simon's, and … he said unto Simon, Launch out into the deep, and let down your nets for a draught.

"And Simon answering said unto him, Master, we have toiled all the night, and have taken nothing: nevertheless at thy word I will let down the net.

"And when they had this done, they inclosed a great multitude of fishes: and their net brake. …

"When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord.

"For he was astonished, and all that were with him, at the draught of the fishes which they had taken. …

"And Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt catch men.

"And when they had brought their ships to land, they forsook all, and followed him." (Luke 5:1–11.)

"And going on from thence, he saw two other brethren, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in a ship with Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and he called them.

"And they immediately left the ship and their father, and followed him." (Matt. 4:21–22.)

"And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he was set, his disciples came unto him:

"And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying,

"Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. …

"Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. …

"Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven." (Matt. 5:1–3, 14, 16.)

The Master continued with what many have called the greatest sermon of all time: the Sermon on the Mount.

"Ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old time, ['Thou shalt not kill'; 'Thou shalt not commit adultery'; 'Thou shalt not forswear thyself'; 'An eye for an eye'; 'Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy'].

"But I say unto you, ['Whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgement'; 'Whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart'; 'Swear not at all'; 'Love your enemies … that ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven.'].

"Ye are therefore commanded to be perfect, even as your Father who is in heaven is perfect." (See JS TMatt. 5:23–50.)

North of the Plain of Gennesaret near Capernaum is a small rise of land that slopes gradually upward from the shore of the sea below. This hill is called today the Mount of Beatitudes, possibly the place where Jesus delivered the Sermon on the Mount. (See Luke 6:12–49.) A convent now stands on the site, and there are many carefully tended fields and a variety of vegetation in the area.

"When he was come down from the mountain, great multitudes followed him.

"And, behold, there came a leper and worshipped him, saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.

"And Jesus put forth his hand, and touched him, saying, I will; be thou clean. And immediately his leprosy was cleansed." (Matt. 8:1–3.)

"And after these things he went forth, and saw a publican, named Levi [Matthew], sitting at the receipt of custom: and he said unto him, Follow me.

"And he left all, rose up, and followed him." (Luke 5:27–28.)

Because the Romans controlled Palestine in the days of Jesus, Capernaum, as one of the chief cities of northern Palestine, was a customs station and a place of residence for high-ranking Roman soldiers stationed in the area. Matthew was apparently called from his duty there as a tax collector.

"After this there was a feast of the Jews; and Jesus went up to Jerusalem." (John 5:1.)

Three times during his three-year ministry, Jesus traveled to Jerusalem for the Passover. Thus, the second year began with another journey from Galilee to Jerusalem. This view of Jerusalem from the southwest faces the walled area of the ancient city encompassing Mount Moriah, the site of the temples of Solomon, Zerubbabel, and Herod. As in 1839 when artist David Roberts visited Jerusalem, the temple site is now dominated by the Moslem mosque, the Dome of the Rock, set up in about A.D. 691.

While in Jerusalem, Jesus healed a man on the Sabbath day. So reactionary were the Jewish leaders to the incident that they sought to kill the Master.

"Now there is at Jerusalem by the sheep market a pool, which is called in the Hebrew tongue Bethesda, having five porches.

"In these lay a great multitude of impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered. …

"And a certain man was there, which had an infirmity thirty and eight years. …

"Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and walk.

"And immediately the man was made whole, and took up his bed, and walked: and on the same day was the sabbath. …

"And therefore did the Jews persecute Jesus, and sought to slay him, because he had done these things on the sabbath day.

"But Jesus answered them, My Father worketh hitherto, and I work.

"Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, because he not only had broken the sabbath, but said also that God was his Father, making himself equal with God." (John 5:2–3, 5, 8–9, 16–18.)

Just north of Jerusalem's Temple Mount is a deep excavation, the ancient Pool of Bethesda, site of Jesus' healing of the infirm man. The pool was made to supply stone and water for the nearby Antonia Fortress, and also stone for the walls of the Temple Mount. Built 60 feet below the present ground level, the pool used to be some 390 feet in length, 175 feet wide, and 45 feet deep. It had porches on its sides and, according to Eusebius, was used to wash sheep before they were sacrificed in the temple.

In this 1839 sketch, the pool is shown to have a great accumulation of earth at the bottom. Its sides were lined with small stones, covered with plaster, to make the reservoir watertight.

"And it came to pass in those days, that he went out into a mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God.

"And when it was day, he called unto him his disciples: and of them he chose twelve, whom also he named apostles." (Luke 6:12–13.)

Back in Galilee once more, Jesus soon chose and ordained twelve Apostles to preach the gospel and to heal the sick and cast out devils. (See Mark 3:14–15.) With these great servants to accompany him in his labors, the Master moved into a new and expanded phase of his earthly ministry.
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I have chosen, after much thought, to speak as though your missionaries, your elders and sisters, were here in your place, and to present thoughts more fitted to them, the beginners, the inexperienced, than to you. I hope that through you, I may share with them some things I have learned about the Spirit and how we may prepare ourselves to receive it.

We do not learn spiritual things in exactly the same way we learn other things that we know, even though such things as reading, listening, and pondering may be used. I have learned that it requires a special attitude both to teach and to learn spiritual things. There are some things you know, or may come to know, that you will find quite difficult to explain to others. I am very certain that it was meant to be that way.


What Does Salt Taste Like?

I will tell you of an experience I had before I was a General Authority which affected me profoundly. I sat on a plane next to a professed atheist who pressed his disbelief in God so urgently that I bore my testimony to him. "You are wrong," I said, "there is a God. I know He lives!"

He protested, "You don't know. Nobody knows that! You can't know it!" When I would not yield, the atheist, who was an attorney, asked perhaps the ultimate question on the subject of testimony. "All right," he said in a sneering, condescending way, "you say you know. Tell me how you know."

When I attempted to answer, even though I held advanced academic degrees, I was helpless to communicate.

Sometimes in your youth, you young missionaries are embarrassed when the cynic, the skeptic, treat you with contempt because you do not have ready answers for everything. Before such ridicule, some turn away in shame. (Remember the iron rod, the spacious building, and the mocking? See 1 Ne. 8:28.)

When I used the words Spirit and witness, the atheist responded, "I don't know what you are talking about." The words prayer, discernment, and faith, were equally meaningless to him. "You see," he said, "you don't really know. If you did, you would be able to tell me how you know."

I felt, perhaps, that I had borne my testimony to him unwisely and was at a loss as to what to do. Then came the experience! Something came into my mind. And I mention here a statement of the Prophet Joseph Smith: "A person may profit by noticing the first intimation of the spirit of revelation; for instance, when you feel pure intelligence flowing into you, it may give you sudden strokes of ideas … and thus by learning the Spirit of God and understanding it, you may grow into the principle of revelation, until you become perfect in Christ Jesus." (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, comp. Joseph Fielding Smith, Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1977, p. 151.)

Such an idea came into my mind and I said to the atheist, "Let me ask if you know what salt tastes like."

"Of course I do," was his reply.

"When did you taste salt last?"

"I just had dinner on the plane."

"You just think you know what salt tastes like," I said.

He insisted, "I know what salt tastes like as well as I know anything."

"If I gave you a cup of salt and a cup of sugar and let you taste them both, could you tell the salt from the sugar?"

"Now you are getting juvenile," was his reply. "Of course I could tell the difference. I know what salt tastes like. It is an everyday experience—I know it as well as I know anything."

"Then," I said, "assuming that I have never tasted salt, explain to me just what it tastes like."

After some thought, he ventured, "Well-I-uh, it is not sweet and it is not sour."

"You've told me what it isn't, not what it is."

After several attempts, of course, he could not do it. He could not convey, in words alone, so ordinary an experience as tasting salt. I bore testimony to him once again and said, "I know there is a God. You ridiculed that testimony and said that if I did know, I would be able to tell you exactly how I know. My friend, spiritually speaking, I have tasted salt. I am no more able to convey to you in words how this knowledge has come than you are to tell me what salt tastes like. But I say to you again, there is a God! He does live! And just because you don't know, don't try to tell me that I don't know, for I do!"

As we parted, I heard him mutter, "I don't need your religion for a crutch! I don't need it."

From that experience forward, I have never been embarrassed or ashamed that I could not explain in words alone everything I know spiritually. The Apostle Paul said it this way:

"We speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual."

"But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned." (1 Cor. 2:13–14.)


Not in Words Alone

We cannot express spiritual knowledge in words alone. We can, however, with words show another how to prepare for the reception of the Spirit. The Spirit itself will help. "For when a man speaketh by the power of the Holy Ghost the power of the Holy Ghost carrieth it unto the hearts of the children of men." (2 Ne. 33:1.)

Then when we have a spiritual communication, we can say within ourselves, this is it! This is what is meant by those words in the revelation. Thereafter, if they are carefully chosen, words are adequate for teaching about spiritual things.

We do not have the words (even the scriptures do not have words) which perfectly describe the Spirit. The scriptures generally use the word voice, which does not exactly fit. These delicate, refined spiritual communications are not seen with our eyes, nor heard with our ears. And even though it is described as a voice, it is a voice that one feels, more than one hears.

Once I came to understand this, one verse in the Book of Mormon took on a profound meaning, and my testimony of the book increased immeasurably. It had to do with Laman and Lemuel, who rebelled against Nephi. Nephi rebuked them and said, "Ye have seen an angel, and he spake unto you; yea, ye have heard his voice from time to time; and he hath spoken unto you in a still small voice, but ye were past feeling, that ye could not feel his words." (1 Ne. 17:45; italics added.)


The Voice of Angels

Nephi, in a great, profound sermon of instruction, explained that "angels speak by the power of the Holy Ghost; wherefore, they speak the words of Christ. Wherefore, I said unto you, feast upon the words of Christ; for behold, the words of Christ will tell you all things what ye should do." (2 Ne. 32:3.)

Should an angel appear and converse with you, neither you nor he would be confined to corporeal sight or sound in order to communicate. For there is that spiritual process, described by the Prophet Joseph Smith, by which pure intelligence can flow into our minds and we can know what we need to know without either the drudgery of study or the passage of time, for it is revelation.

And the Prophet said further:

"All things whatsoever God in his infinite wisdom has seen fit and proper to reveal to us, while we are dwelling in mortality, in regard to our mortal bodies, are revealed to us in the abstract … revealed to our spirits precisely as though we had no bodies at all; and those revelations which will save our spirits will save our bodies." (Teachings, p. 355.)


The Still, Small Voice

The voice of the Spirit is described in the scripture as being neither "loud" nor "harsh." It is "not a voice of thunder, neither … voice of a great tumultuous noise." But rather, "a still voice of perfect mildness, as if it had been a whisper," and it can "pierce even to the very soul" and "cause [the heart] to burn." (1 Kgs. 19:12.)

The Spirit does not get our attention by shouting or shaking us with a heavy hand. Rather it whispers. It caresses so gently that if we are preoccupied we may not feel it at all. (No wonder that the Word of Wisdom was revealed to us, for how could the drunkard or the addict feel such a voice?)

Occasionally it will press just firmly enough for us to pay heed. But most of the time, if we do not heed the gentle feeling, the Spirit will withdraw and wait until we come seeking and listening and say in our manner and expression, like Samuel of ancient times, "Speak [Lord], for thy servant heareth." (1 Sam. 3:10.)


Strong Spiritual Experiences Do Not Come Frequently

I have learned that strong, impressive spiritual experiences do not come to us very frequently. And when they do, they are generally for our own edification, instruction, or correction. Unless we are called by proper authority to do so, they do not position us to counsel or to correct others.


Don't Talk Lightly of Experiences

I have come to believe also that it is not wise to continually talk of unusual spiritual experiences. They are to be guarded with care and shared only when the Spirit itself prompts you to use them to the blessing of others. I am ever mindful of Alma's words:

"It is given unto many to know the mysteries of God; nevertheless they are laid under a strict command that they shall not impart only according to the portion of his word which he doth grant unto the children of men, according to the heed and diligence which they give unto him." (Alma 12:9.)

I heard President Marion G. Romney once counsel mission presidents and their wives in Geneva, "I do not tell all I know; I have never told my wife all I know, for I found out that if I talked too lightly of sacred things, thereafter the Lord would not trust me."

We are, I believe, to keep these things and ponder them in our hearts, as Luke said Mary did of the supernal events that surrounded the birth of Jesus. (See Luke 2:19.)


You Cannot Force Spiritual Things

There is something else to learn. A testimony is not thrust upon you; a testimony grows. We become taller in testimony like we grow taller in physical stature; we hardly know it happens because it comes by growth.

It is not wise to wrestle with the revelations with such insistence as to demand immediate answers or blessings to your liking. You cannot force spiritual things. Such words as compel, coerce, constrain, pressure, demand, do not describe our privileges with the Spirit. You can no more force the Spirit to respond than you can force a bean to sprout, or an egg to hatch before it's time. You can create a climate to foster growth, nourish, and protect; but you cannot force or compel: you must await the growth.

Do not be impatient to gain great spiritual knowledge. Let it grow, help it grow, but do not force it or you will open the way to be misled.


Use All Your Resources

We are expected to use the light and knowledge we already possess to work out our lives. We should not need a revelation to instruct us to be up and about our duty, for we have been told to do that already in the scriptures; nor should we expect revelation to replace the spiritual or temporal intelligence which we have already received—only to extend it. We must go about our life in an ordinary, workaday way, following the routines and rules and regulations that govern life.

Rules and regulations and commandments are valuable protection. Should we stand in need of revealed instruction to alter our course, it will be waiting along the way as we arrive at the point of need. The counsel to be "anxiously engaged" is wise counsel indeed. (See D&C 58:27.)


A Nathaniel or a Thomas

Moses … and the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph," his response was, "Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth?"

Philip said, "Come and see." Come he did, and he did see. What Nathaniel must have felt! For with no further convincing, he exclaimed, "Rabbi, thou art the Son of God."

The Lord blessed him for his belief and said, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man." (John 1:45–51.)

Thomas is another story; the combined testimony of ten of the Apostles could not convince him that the Lord had risen. He required tangible evidence. "Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe."

Eight days later the Lord appeared. "Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing." After he had seen and felt for himself, Thomas responded, "My Lord and my God."

Then the Lord taught a profound lesson. "Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed." (John 20:25–29; italics added.)

And so the title "Doubting Thomas"; different indeed than Nathaniel, whom the Lord described as being "without guile." (See John 1:51.)


More Powerful Than You Know

Now, do not feel hesitant or ashamed if you do not know everything. Nephi said, "I know that he loveth his children; nevertheless, I do not know the meaning of all things." (1 Ne. 11:17.)

There may be more power in your testimony than even you realize. The Lord said to the Nephites:

"Whoso cometh unto me with a broken heart and a contrite spirit, him will I baptize with fire and with the Holy Ghost, even as the Lamanites, because of their faith in me at the time of their conversion, were baptized with fire and with the Holy Ghost, and they knew it not." (3 Ne. 9:20; italics added.)

Several years ago I met one of our sons in the mission field in a distant part of the world. He had been there for a year. His first question was this: "Dad, what can I do to grow spiritually? I have tried so hard to grow spiritually and I just haven't made any progress."

That was his perception: to me it was otherwise. I could hardly believe the maturity, the spiritual growth that he had gained in just one year. He "knew it not" for it had come as growth, not as a startling spiritual experience.


Where to Start

It is not unusual to have a missionary say, "How can I bear testimony until I get one? How can I testify that God lives, that Jesus is the Christ, and that the gospel is true? If I do not have such a testimony, would that not be dishonest?"

Oh, if I could teach you this one principle. A testimony is to be found in the bearing of it! Somewhere in your quest for spiritual knowledge, there is that "leap of faith," as the philosophers call it. It is the moment when you have gone to the edge of the light and stepped into the darkness to discover that the way is lighted ahead for just a footstep or two. "The spirit of man," is as the scripture says, indeed "is the candle of the Lord." (Prov. 20:27.)

It is one thing to receive a witness from what you have read or what another has said; and that is a necessary beginning. It is quite another to have the Spirit confirm to you in your bosom that what you have testified is true. Can you not see that it will be supplied as you share it? As you give that which you have, there is a replacement, with increase!

The prophet Ether "did prophecy great and marvelous things unto the people, which they did not believe, because they saw them not.

"And now, I, Moroni, … would show unto the world that faith is things which are hoped for and not seen; wherefore, dispute not because ye see not, for ye receive no witness until after the trial of your faith." (Ether 12:5–6.)

To speak out is the test of your faith.


He Will Sustain You

If you will speak with humility and honest intent, the Lord will not leave you alone. The scriptures promise that. Consider this one:

"Therefore, verily I say unto you, lift up your voices unto this people; speak the thoughts that I shall [note that it is future tense] put into your hearts, and you shall not be confounded before men;

"For it shall [again note the future tense] be given you in the very hour, yea, in the very moment, what ye shall say.

"But a commandment I give unto you, that ye shall declare whatsoever thing ye declare in my name, in solemnity of heart, in the spirit of meekness, in all things.

"And I give unto you this promise, that inasmuch as ye do this the Holy Ghost shall be shed forth in bearing record unto all things whatsoever ye shall say." (D&C 100:5–8.)

The skeptic will say that to bear testimony when you may not know you possess one is to condition yourself; that the response is manufactured. Well, one thing for sure, the skeptic will never know, for he will not meet the requirement of faith, humility, and obedience to qualify him for the visitation of the Spirit.

Can you not see that that is where testimony is hidden, protected perfectly from the insincere, from the intellectual, from the mere experimenter, the arrogant, the faithless, the proud? It will not come to them.

Bear testimony of the things that you hope are true, as an act of faith. It is something of an experiment, akin to the experiment that the prophet Alma proposed to his followers. We begin with faith—not with a perfect knowledge of things. That sermon in the thirty-second chapter of Alma is one of the greatest messages in holy writ, for it is addressed to the beginner, to the novice, to the humble seeker. And it holds a key to a witness of the truth.

The Spirit and testimony of Christ will come to you for the most part when, and remain with you only if, you share it. In that process is the very essense of the gospel.

Is not this a perfect demonstration of Christianity? You cannot find it, nor keep it, nor enlarge it unless and until you are willing to share it. It is by giving it away freely that it becomes yours.


The Spirit Will Not Always Strive with Us

Now, once you receive it, be obedient to the promptings you receive. I learned a sobering lesson as a mission president. I was also a General Authority. I had been prompted several times, for the good of the work, to release one of my counselors. Besides praying about it, I had reasoned that it was the right thing to do. But I did not do it. I feared that it would injure a man who had given long service to the Church.

The Spirit withdrew from me. I could get no promptings on who should be called as a counselor should I release him. It lasted for several weeks. My prayers seemed to be contained within the room where I offered them. I tried a number of alternate ways to arrange the work, but to no avail. Finally, I did as I was bidden to do by the Spirit. Immediately, the gift returned! Oh, the exquisite sweetness to have that gift again. You know it, for you have it, the gift of the Holy Ghost. And the brother was not injured, indeed he was greatly blessed and immediately thereafter the work prospered.


We Can Be Deceived

Be ever on guard lest you be deceived by inspiration from an unworthy source. You can be given false spiritual messages. There are counterfeit spirits just as there are counterfeit angels. (See Moro. 7:17.) Be careful lest you be deceived, for the devil may come disguised as an angel of light.

The spiritual part of us and the emotional part of us are so closely linked that is possible to mistake an emotional impulse for something spiritual. We occasionally find people who receive what they assume to be spiritual promptings from God, when those promptings are either centered in the emotions or are from the adversary.

Avoid like a plague those who claim that some great spiritual experience authorizes them to challenge the constituted priesthood authority in the Church. Do not be unsettled if you cannot explain every insinuation of the apostate or every challenge from the enemies who attack the Lord's church. And we now face a tidal wave of that. In due time you will be able to confound the wicked and inspire the honest in heart.


The Benefits of a Mission

Now, as a missionary, you will mature, develop a confidence, learn to speak up, to organize, to set goals. You will learn about people and places, you will learn to learn, and many other things. These are lasting benefits that come as something of a reward for your dedicated service.

But these things do not compare with the most lasting reward. The choicest pearl, the one of great price, is to learn at an early age how one is guided by the Spirit of the Lord—a supernal gift. Indeed, it is a guide and a protection.

"The Spirit shall be given unto you by the prayer of faith; and if ye receive not the Spirit, ye shall not teach." (D&C 42:14.)


You Can Do the Lord's Work

There is great power in this work, spiritual power. The ordinary member of the Church, like you, having received the gift of the Holy Ghost by confirmation, can do the work of the Lord.

Years ago a friend, who long since is gone, told this experience. He was seventeen-years-old and with his companion stopped at a cottage in the southern states. It was his first day in the mission field and was his first door. A gray-haired woman stood inside the screen and asked what they wanted. His companion nudged him to proceed. Frightened and somewhat tongue-tied, he finally blurted out, "As man is God once was, and as God is man may become."

Strangely enough, she was interested and asked where he got that. He answered, "It's in the Bible." She left the door for a moment, returned with her Bible. Commenting that she was a minister of a congregation, she handed it to him and said, "Here, show me."

He took the Bible and nervously thumbed back and forth through it. Finally he handed it back saying, "Here, I can't find it. I'm not even sure that it's in there, and even if it is, I couldn't find it. I'm just a poor farm boy from out in Cache Valley in Utah. I haven't had much training. But I come from a family where we live the gospel of Jesus Christ. And it's done so much for our family that I've accepted a call to come on a mission for two years, at my own expense, to tell people how I feel about it."

After half a century, he could not hold back the tears as he told me how she pushed open the door and said, "Come in, my boy, I'd like to hear what you have to say."

There is great power in this work, and the ordinary member of the Church, sustained by the Spirit, can do the work of the Lord.

There is so much more to say. I could speak of prayer, of fasting, of priesthood and authority, of worthiness—all essential to revelation. When they are understood, it all fits together—perfectly. But some things one must learn individually, and alone, taught by the Spirit.

Nephi interrupted that great sermon on the Holy Ghost and on angels saying, "I … cannot say more; the Spirit stoppeth mine utterance." (2 Ne. 32:7.) I have done the best I could with the words I have. Perchance the Spirit has opened the veil a little or confirmed to you a sacred principle of revelation, of spiritual communication.

I know by experience too sacred to touch upon that God lives, that Jesus is the Christ, that the Gift of the Holy Ghost conferred upon us at our confirmation is a supernal gift.

The Book of Mormon is true!

This is the Lord's Church! Jesus is the Christ! There presides over us a prophet of God! The day of miracles has not ceased, neither have angels ceased to appear and minister unto man! The spiritual gifts are with the Church. Choice among them is the gift of the Holy Ghost!
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Joseph Smith's translation of the Bible (JST) has received increased attention in the Church in recent years, primarily because it forms an important part of the new LDS editions of the scriptures. The new edition of the King James Version of the Bible, published in 1979, presents hundreds of JST passages in the footnotes, includes lengthier JST passages in a seventeen-page appendix, and contains an explanatory entry in the dictionary.

Similarly, the new edition of the Doctrine and Covenants, published in 1981, contains many references to the JST in the footnotes (see, for example, D&C 91).

Because of the increased use now given to the JST, it seems appropriate to present this special work of the Prophet in its historical perspective, to show his high regard for it and its use by early members of the Church. The Saints of that day were aware that the Prophet had made a new translation of the Bible, and many were eager to obtain the increased information it would afford. But since it was not published, access to it was limited. Eventually, excerpts from the JST were published in early Church periodicals, and selections were also used in the "Lectures on Faith." There are, however, several instances recorded in the revelations in which the Lord directed that the entire translation be printed; and, accordingly, Joseph Smith made extensive plans to publish the translation in book form.

The Doctrine and Covenants, as well as the Prophet's journal, letters, Church periodicals, the JST manuscript, and other documentary sources, demonstrate that the translation was frequently discussed in the early Church and that several attempts were made by the Prophet to publish his work in its entirety, although such a publication was never realized in his lifetime. The historical records show that failure to publish the new translation was not due to any negligence or lack of interest on Joseph Smith's part, but rather to a neglect on the part of the Saints to provide the temporal necessities by which the Prophet could attend to the work. The story is fascinating and meaningful, with important lessons to be learned, not the least of which is that when an opportunity presents itself to render service to a prophet doing the Lord's work, we should act without delay or the opportunity may pass unfulfilled.

The translation was begun in June 1830, commencing with Genesis. The Prophet had just previously brought the Book of Mormon from the press (March 18–25) and organized the Church (6 April 1830). At this early time, there was still much to be revealed to the Prophet about the doctrines of the gospel and the management of the young Church. As the facts are assembled, it becomes clear that one of the benefits of the Bible translation is that it provided the Prophet with the spiritual involvement necessary for the revelation of many important doctrines.

That these revelations came as a result of intense study of the holy scriptures is a lesson in itself. Answers are found while searching the scriptures because inspiration comes from studying the Lord's own words. They are an unfailing source of light and inspiration.

With his many responsibilities in guiding the Church and rearing a family, it was difficult for the Prophet to find the time required to make a Bible translation; yet the importance of the work did not allow for unwarranted delays. No one else could make the translation, but there were others who could help him with his temporal needs. Consequently, we read the following from a revelation given in February 1831 in which the Lord said to the members of the Church:

"And if ye desire the glories of the kingdom, appoint ye my servant Joseph Smith, Jun., and uphold him before me by the prayer of faith.

"And again, I say unto you, that if ye desire the mysteries of the kingdom, provide for him food and raiment, and whatsoever thing he needeth to accomplish the work wherewith I have commanded him." (D&C 43:12–13.)

At the time this revelation was received, the Prophet was daily pursuing the translation of the Bible. The revelation is more meaningful when read with that understanding. Thus, the message is that the "glories" and "mysteries of the kingdom" would be forthcoming if the members would provide food, clothing, and "whatsoever thing" the Prophet needed to accomplish the work to which he had been called—namely, at that time, the translation of the Bible.

A few months later, on 11 October 1831, the Prophet recorded in his journal:

"A conference was held at Brother [John] Johnson's where I was living [Hiram, Ohio]. … A committee of six was appointed to instruct the several branches of the Church. Elders David Whitmer and Reynolds Cahoon were appointed as two of the said committee; with the further duty on their mission of setting forth the condition of Brothers Joseph Smith, Jun., and Sidney Rigdon, that they might obtain means to continue the translation." (History of the Church, 1:219.)

In plainer terms, this meant that the Prophet and his scribe were without means and would have to lay aside the translation in order to labor for the necessities of life. The journal of Reynolds Cahoon mentions this appointment under the date of 9 November 1831 in these words: "Started for hiram to fulfill my mission to the churches which was given to Br. David and myself to obtain mony or property for Brs Joseph and others to finish the translation." (Journal of Reynolds Cahoon, Historical Department, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.)

Two weeks later, on 25 October 1831, at another conference of the Church in Hiram, the Prophet again dwelt upon the need for temporal aid to enable him to do his work, specifically mentioning the translation of the scriptures. The minutes of the meeting include the following:

"Brother Joseph Smith, Jr. said … that the promise of God was that the greatest blessings which God had to bestow should be given to those who contributed to the support of his family while he was translating the fulness of the Scriptures … that God had often sealed up the heavens because of covetousness in the Church … and except the Church receive the fulness of the Scriptures that they would yet fail." (Far West Report, p. 16, quoted in Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, sel. Joseph Fielding Smith, Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1938, p. 9.)

These sources say at least this much: (1) the Lord was interested in the translation; (2) through it, information of significance to the Church would be obtained; (3) Joseph Smith and his scribes would need temporal aid to sustain their families during the time needed to complete the translation; (4) efforts to obtain help had begun; and (5) glorious spiritual rewards would be given to those who assisted.

The translation was begun with the Old Testament. About ten months later the Lord instructed Joseph Smith to make a translation of the New Testament also, and promised him that in doing so he would learn many great things. (See D&C 45:60–62.) Until this time the Prophet had translated from Genesis only, but the manuscript of the JST shows that in obedience to this command he began translating the New Testament on 8 March 1831, just one day after being instructed to do so. The promptness of the Prophet in responding to the commandment to translate the New Testament manifests his regard for the work he was engaged in and his desire to do what the Lord expected of him. Through this work great things would be revealed to him and through him be made known to the Church.

From March 1831 until February 1833, the Prophet and his scribes continued to work through the New Testament, making hundreds of corrections and additions, and a few deletions. On 10 January 1832, the Lord encouraged the Brethren to continue the translation "until it be finished." (D&C 73:3–4.)

Although there were many interruptions, the work progressed, and on 2 February 1833, in Kirtland, Ohio, the Prophet recorded in his journal: "I completed the translation and review of the New Testament on the 2nd of February, 1833, and sealed it up, no more to be opened till it arrived in Zion." (History of the Church, 1:324.) "Zion" meant Independence, Missouri, where William W. Phelps had established the Church printing press. In April 1833, an inquiry was received from Brother Phelps as to whether he should print the new translation in the monthly issues of The Evening and the Morning Star. The Prophet's reply, dated 21 April 1833, reads:

"It is not the will of the Lord to print any of the new Translation in the Star; but when it is published, it will all go to the world together, in a volume by itself; and the New Testament and the Book of Mormon will be printed together." (History of the Church, 1:341.)

Having completed the New Testament, the Brethren then returned to the book of Genesis and continued with the translation of the Old Testament. On 8 March 1833, the Lord spoke to them about other duties that needed to be taken care of, but not until after they had "finished the translation of the prophets." (D&C 90:13.)

Then on 6 May 1833, at Kirtland, Ohio, the Lord counseled the Prophet, "It is my will that you should hasten to translate my scriptures." (D&C 93:53.) On the same day another revelation was received in which the Lord gave instruction concerning a printing house to be built:

"And again, verily I say unto you, the second lot on the south shall be dedicated unto me for the building of a house unto me, for the work of the printing of the translation of my scriptures." (D&C 94:10.)

These revelations suggest some urgency about completing the work and getting it printed.

On 25 June 1833, the Prophet wrote again to Brother Phelps in Missouri: "In regard to the printing of the New Translation: It cannot be done until we can attend to it ourselves, and this we will do as soon as the Lord permits." (History of the Church, 1:365.)

gratitude to our Heavenly Father." (History of the Church, 1:368.) The words "Finished on the 2nd day of July 1833" also occur in bold handwriting on the JST manuscript at the conclusion of the book of Malachi.

Although the Prophet states that the translation activity was "finished" on 2 July 1833, the manuscript was not ready to be given to a printer. During the remaining eleven years of his life he continued to revise and add to the text and to make other editorial refinements to prepare the document for printing.

In August 1833 the First Presidency in Kirtland, Ohio, sent copies of three revelations (including Doctrine and Covenants 94 referred to above) to Bishop Edward Partridge in Independence, Missouri, with the following note: "You will see by these revelations that we have to print the new translation here at kirtland for which we will prepare as soon as possible." (Joseph Smith, Jr., Sidney Rigdon, and F. G. Williams to Edward Partridge, Historical Department, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.)

As a new year dawned in January 1834, the Church was beset by persecution and violence, both in Ohio and Missouri. On the evening of January 11, a group of brethren met in a prayer meeting with the Prophet to ask the Lord for help and protection. Their requests were itemized, and the fifth request read: "That the Lord would protect our printing press from the hands of evil men, … that we may print His scriptures." (History of the Church, 2:3.) Such a plea had special meaning relative to the press in Ohio, for the W. W. Phelps printing press in Independence had been destroyed by a mob just six months earlier, on 20 July 1833.

On 23 April 1834, the Lord again spoke to the Prophet about printing the new translation: "And for this purpose I have commanded you to organize yourselves, even to print my words, the fulness of my scriptures, the revelations which I have given unto you." (D&C 104:58.) Although more than the new Bible translation is involved in the scope of this revelation, the new translation is included.

Earlier plans did not permit the JST to be published piecemeal, yet portions of the translation of Genesis had already been published in The Evening and the Morning Star in August 1832 and in March and April 1833. Then, in July 1833, the Star announced: "At no very distant period, we shall print the book of Mormon and the [New] Testament, and bind them in one volume." However, hopes for this were postponed when the printing press in Independence was destroyed the same month.

As the years passed, the Prophet did not lose interest in publishing the JST, although he was greatly hampered by persecution, the administrative duties of the Church, the lack of financial and material means, and the burden of moving the Church from Ohio to Missouri and then to Illinois. During this time he also came into possession of some Egyptian papyri containing the writings of Abraham, and he was anxious to translate that record.

On 18 June 1840 in Nauvoo, Illinois, the Prophet presented the high council with a lengthy memorial. He lamented that he had to be concerned so much with the "temporalities" of the Church and explained that it was a duty that he owed to God and to the Church to give his attention more particularly to spiritual things. He requested that the Church build him an office in which he could "attend to the affairs of the Church without distraction, … [for] the time has now come, when he should devote himself exclusively to those things which relate to the spiritualities of the Church, and commence the work of translating the Egyptian records, [and] the Bible." The Prophet reminded the high council that he had "no means of support whatever" and requested that "some one might be appointed to see that all his necessary wants may be provided for." (History of the Church, 4:137.)

The plea fell on receptive ears, and in July of that year the First Presidency and high council appointed two brethren to go throughout the Church to obtain money for the publication of various books, including the JST, or as they called it, the "new translation of the scriptures." An extract from an epistle by the First Presidency, July 1840, states:

"To all whom it may concern:—This is to certify that Elders Samuel Bent and George W. Harris are authorized agents of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, being appointed by the First Presidency and High Council of said Church to visit the branches of the Church … to obtain donations and subscriptions for the purpose of printing the Book of Mormon, Doctrine and Covenants, hymn-books, the new translation of the scriptures. … We do hope the Saints will do all in their power to effect the object proposed. [signed] Joseph Smith, Jun., President." (History of the Church, 4:164.)

A few days later in Nauvoo an editorial appeared in the Times and Seasons, the official Church periodical, bearing the headline "BOOKS!!!" The editorial reiterated the call of Elders Bent and Harris and stated, among other things, that "the authorities of the church" were taking definite steps to make the scriptures available to the members of the Church, including "also the necessity of Publishing the new translation of the scriptures, which has so long been desired by the Saints." (Times and Seasons, vol. 1, no. 9, pp. 139–40.)

The labors of Elders Bent and Harris are illustrated in several pages they prepared, showing a record of money collected in their assignment. The document, located in the archives of the Harold B. Lee Library at Brigham Young University, is prefaced with these words: "An account of money received (of subscribers for the Book of Mormon, Doctrine and Covenants, Hymn Books, & the new Translation of the scriptures)—by Sam'l Bent & G. W. Harris agents for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints to aid in printing the above named Books." (Whitney Collection, box 3, folder 7.)

Then follows a list of fifty names, places, dates, and amounts donated. The total recorded on this list is $207.25, the largest single entry being twenty-five dollars and the smallest twenty-five cents. Most donations were for three to five dollars. The dates are all in July and August 1840, and the major areas where collections were made were Illinois, Ohio, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Massachusetts. One receipt reads: "Brown Co., Ill., August 14, 1840. Received of Stephen Lity, & Samuel Bickmore and Wm Bickmore nine dollars by note as a subscription to aid in printing the Book of Mormon and new translation and hymn Book. Wm Bosley, agent for Geo. W. Harris of the Church of Latter day Saints."

Another "Epistle of the First Presidency to the Saints Scattered Abroad" was sent out on or about 1 September 1840 and contained an appeal to the members to contribute financially to the building up of the kingdom. Particularly mentioned was "the printing and circulation of the Book of Mormon, Doctrine and Covenants, hymn-book, and the new translation of the Scriptures." (History of the Church, 4:187; also Times and Seasons, vol. 1, no. 12, Oct. 1840, p. 179.)

These epistles make it clear that the Church leaders intended to publish the JST along with the other scriptures and a hymnbook, but in order for it to happen the Saints would have to make a financial contribution.

On 19 January 1841, in counsel to William Law, the Lord spoke again about publishing the JST: "If he will do my will let him from henceforth hearken to the counsel of my servant Joseph, … and publish the new translation of my holy word unto the inhabitants of the earth." (D&C 124:89.)

That William Law did not "hearken to the counsel" is shown in the following excerpt from the minutes of a meeting of the Nauvoo City Council containing a charge against him: "Daniel Carn was sworn: Said, 'I told Brother Norton that certain men had been counseled by the Prophet to invest their means in publishing the new translation of the Bible; and they instead of obeying that counsel, had used their property for the purpose of building a steam-mill and raising a hundred acres of hemp; and the Lord had not blessed them in the business, but sunk their hemp in the Mississippi River.'" (History of the Church, 6:164–65.)

On 15 January 1842, the Times and Seasons contained a notice that the "Trustee" [Joseph Smith] needed time to arrange the scriptures, including the "New Translation of the Bible … for the press." Therefore, the recorder's office would be open only one day a week. (Vol. 3, no. 6, p. 667.)

In February 1842, the Council of the Twelve placed a notice in the Times and Seasons, over the signature of President Brigham Young. The entire document dwelt upon the financial straits of the Church and the need for assistance from the Saints, especially in the building of a temple and loosing the Prophet's hands from temporal bondage so that various works could be done, "such as the new translation of the bible, and the record of Father Abraham [can be] published to the world." (Vol. 3, no. 9, March 1842, p. 715.)

Eight months later an announcement was made in the Times and Seasons that the Book of Mormon and the hymnbook had been republished, but "the new translation of the bible, and the book of Doctrine and Covenants are entirely dependent on the liberality of the well-disposed for the cause of our Redeemer." (Vol. 3, no. 24, 15 October 1842, p. 958.) The Brethren had been successful in reprinting the Book of Mormon and the hymnbook, but more time and money were needed before the Doctrine and Covenants and the JST could go to press. Since all except the JST had been published before, less time would be required to arrange them for republication than to prepare the JST for its first appearance in print. That may be the reason the other books were ready first.

On 1 March 1843 at Nauvoo, the Council of the Twelve issued another epistle to the Saints requesting financial and material aid for the Prophet and his family to enable him to find the time to bring forth the spiritual things of the Church. Particularly mentioned are the "revelations, translation, and history." Although the "translation" is not identified, it is quickly discernible that it has reference to the Bible, since the record of Abraham had already been published a year earlier in 1842 in the Times and Seasons. The epistle is extremely interesting and illustrates not only the meager financial situation of the Prophet, but also the determination of the leading Brethren to put the scriptures, including the JST, into the hands of the membership of the Church. The entire epistle follows:

"BELOVED BRETHREN:—As our beloved President Joseph Smith is now relieved from his bondage and his business, temporarily, and his property, too, he has but one thing to hinder his devoting his time to the spiritual interests of the Church, to the bringing forth of the revelations, translation, and history. And what is that? He has not provision for himself and family, and is obliged to spend his time in providing therefor. His family is large and his company great, and it requires much to furnish his table. And now, brethren, we call on you for immediate relief in this matter; and we invite you to bring our President as many loads of wheat, corn, beef, pork, lard, tallow, eggs, poultry, venison, and everything eatable at your command, (not excepting unfrozen potatoes and vegetables, as soon as the weather will admit,) flour, etc., and thus give him the privilege of attending to your spiritual interest.

"The measure you mete shall be measured to you again. If you give liberally to your President in temporal things, God will return to you liberally in spiritual and temporal things too. One or two good new milch cows are much needed also.

"Brethren, will you do your work, and let the President do his for you before God? We wish an immediate answer by loaded teams or letter.

"Your brethren in Christ, in behalf of the quorum, brigham young, President

Willard Richards, Clerk

"P.S. Brethren, we are not unmindful of the favors our President has received from you in former days. But a man will not cease to be hungry this year because he ate last year." (History of the Church, 5:293.)

The epistle says nothing about the Book of Mormon or the hymnbook, since these had recently been republished. Attention was now centered on the "revelations" (Doctrine and Covenants) and the JST.

A year later in June 1844, the Prophet lay dead, felled by assassins' bullets, and the JST was not yet published. The Doctrine and Covenants was nearly ready for a republication at the time of his death and came forth from the press in September 1844. The JST would probably have been next, but the Prophet had been unable to get it published. He worked diligently on it during the closing years of his life when time would permit. Perhaps if he had not been forced to leave the "spiritualities" of the Church so often to attend to the "temporalities," he would have been able to see the translation of the Bible through to publication as he had hoped to do.

There has been an assumption that the JST was deliberately not published because it was grossly unfinished. That assumption is not based on all of the facts. The epistles of the First Presidency and of the Twelve as published in the History of the Church and the Times and Seasons, some of which are cited in this article, lead to the unmistakable conclusion that the intention was to publish. The major reason for failure to publish appears to have been an inadequate response from the Saints in providing temporal assistance. The basic conclusion seems to be that the work of translation was acceptable as far as the Lord required it of the Prophet at that time, but the manuscript was not fully prepared for the press.

Perhaps one reason for the feeling about the "unfinished" nature of the JST has been a statement by President George Q. Cannon in his Life of Joseph Smith the Prophet: "We have heard President Brigham Young state that the Prophet before his death had spoken to him about going through the translation of the scriptures again and perfecting it upon points of doctrine which the Lord had restrained him from giving in plainness and fulness at the time of which we write [2 February 1833]." (Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1958, p. 148.)

We note, however, that what is referred to is the nature of the translation as it existed in 1833. During the eleven years of his life after that time, the Prophet apparently did much of what he desired to do with the JST. The original manuscript tends to bear this out, since it shows an original draft and a later more complete revision, clarified in language and thought, and versed and punctuated. That the work was not perfected is clear. But it is equally clear that it was nearer the stage necessary for publication than casual observers have realized. We must also recognize that although the manuscript was ready for publication, this does not prevent more information from being added when the Lord desires to reveal it.

Those familiar with the JST know that it contains important truths not available elsewhere. The desire of the early Brethren was to make these truths available by publication, but they were not able to accomplish it during the Prophet's lifetime. After Joseph Smith's death, the manuscript was retained by his widow, Emma Smith, and later given to their son Joseph Smith III. He published the JST in book form and copyrighted it through the RLDS Church. However, because of this, many in the LDS Church have been reluctant to use it.

Present Church leaders have expended much effort to make the translation available to the members. The new LDS edition of the Bible contains hundreds of doctrinally significant passages from the JST in the footnotes and reference section. How beneficial it would have been to the Church and to the world through the past 138 years if the Prophet Joseph Smith had been able to provide an official publication in his day! How we might wish that those early Saints had been able to respond fully to the opportunity that was theirs to provide the needed financial assistance! They would have brought blessings not only to themselves, but to millions of lives for generations. After all these years, the time is right and the official scriptures of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints now offer much light and truth from the Joseph Smith Translation.

[illustration] Illustrated by Dale Kilbourn

[photo] With the purposes of instructing the Church and obtaining means to continue his translation, the Prophet Joseph Smith conducted a conference in the John Johnson home in 1831.

[photo] Ten months after the translation of the Old Testament started, the Lord revealed that the New Testament should also be translated and that many great things would be learned. (Courtesy, RLDS Library and Archives, Independence, MO.)

[photo] In the early 1840s, President Brigham Young urged the Saints to help provide for the Prophet Joseph Smith so he could continue the translation.

[bookmark: pop_001] 
Robert J. Matthews, dean of Religious Instruction at Brigham Young University, serves as patriarch in the Pleasant Grove Utah Stake.


© 2011 Intellectual Reserve, Inc. All rights reserved.

Jan. 1983
 
 


A Year Without a Summer





Peter K. Bellville

 




Mount St. Helens became a popular news item in 1980, stirring up a new awareness and interest among the public about volcanoes in general. Any volcanic eruption is apt to be very dramatic, affect many people, and consequently draw much interest. But as the volcano resumes its dormant state, public curiosity wanes, and the eruption is relegated to historic footnotes and all but forgotten.

Among these historic footnotes is the record of one volcanic eruption that has the distinction of being the largest eruption ever recorded. It also has the little-known distinction of having played a small role in the history of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. That volcano was Mount Tambora on the island of Sumbawa, east of Java, in the year 1815.

The exact date of the eruption is given variously as April 5 or 7, depending on the source of information and what is defined as an eruption. If April 7 is used and time zones considered, the volcano erupted April 6, 1815, North American time.

When Tambora erupted, roughly 4,000 feet of the mountain's summit disappeared, and a caldera over fifteen miles across was created. Estimates on the amount of debris ejected vary, but the most common figure is thirty-six cubic miles. The shoreline of the town of Tambora dropped eighteen feet, and the explosion was noted 1,000 miles away. The greatest damage occurred within a 300-mile radius, where there was total darkness for over three days, much like the darkness recorded in the eighth chapter of Third Nephi in the Book of Mormon. The hot air rising from the mountain caused hurricane winds to converge from all directions, drawing up entire buildings and all forms of life.

Of interest to Latter-day Saints is the role this eruption came to play in the story of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Mount Tambora ejected so much matter into the atmosphere that it shaded the sun's rays and cooled the earth by over one degree Centigrade. Many believe this cooling caused the year of 1816 to be known as "the year without a summer"; in the northeastern United States snow fell in June and July, and frost killed crops in August. Coming after several years of hardships, the crop failure was more than the Smith family could handle. This, with other factors, caused them to leave Vermont. Packing their belongings, they moved to Palmyra, New York, where young Joseph was to receive a series of remarkable visions and the Book of Mormon.

NOTES: For further information, see Don L. Leet and Sheldon Judson, Physical Geology, 3rd. ed., Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, 1965; Norris McWhirter, Guiness Book of World Records 1981, New York: Sterling Publishing Co., Inc., 1981; Barbara Tufty, 1,000 Questions about Natural Land Disasters, New York: Dodd Mead, 1970; and Kent H. Wilcoxson, Chains of Fire: The Story of Volcanoes, New York: Chilton Books, 1966.
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A Time Alone
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A few years ago I was in Arizona with my youngest daughter, Rosie, who was then nine. Following a family decision to move to the Midwest, my husband, Dee, had taken his tools and our last son at home to Missouri to build us a new home. That left Rosie and me with a good-sized house and two and a half acres of fruit trees, lawn, garden, and pasture to care for.

Only after most of the family were gone did I realize the blessings we had shared by doing things together. I had a strong, energetic husband, three healthy sons, and an older daughter who helped enthusiastically, and I had come to take for granted that gardens and weeds needed only a little time to keep their place. I had a few things to learn.

Tears welled as I looked again upon the parched earth; then I turned toward the barn and Dee's tools. My thought was to pick the dirt loose and make a dirt dam around each tree, then quench their thirst by hand watering. But all the strength of my slight five-foot frame could not even dent the parched earth; and my tears flowed as the last hope faded.

Overwhelmed, I began to pray. "Heavenly Father, please make me equal to the task—and please let it be over soon." I felt a sudden comfort, and the impression was clear: "Do not despair. You are not alone yet; your husband is only in another state. Take this opportunity to strengthen yourself and to learn what you can, for the day will come when you will be alone."

An uncle stopped by shortly after my frustrating experience with the water. Together we worked the ground and finally saw that the trees were watered. I met my watering turns after that, day or night. The weeds were pulled and the lawn was cut, too—but not without pacing myself and a great deal of effort.

Even more overwhelming than the work was the loneliness. I had never faced that demon before, and it carried with it the most desolate of feelings. During the day it took on faces as I vacuumed an empty bedroom, as I looked at empty spaces at the table, as the cookies were not devoured. At night it was bold and gaunt and hollow. Even though Rosie slept near me, the stillness was almost unbearable. The emptiness would often wake me from a sound sleep.

Despite (or perhaps because of) the exhaustion and loneliness, I learned two very important things. One was the value of sharing my life and time with people around me. I took a neighbor's little boy with me when I went to the dump; we would sing and talk all the way, and occasionally he would slip his arm around my neck and give me a hug. He was only two years old and loved the big trucks at the dump. His mother, who had a new baby, was delighted to have a break. I sometimes offered to babysit and in turn was invited to dinner, which I eagerly accepted.

An elderly couple lived nearby; the wife was in bed at home after being in the hospital for several days. I loved to cook and was having a hard time cooking for only two when I had always cooked for eight or more, so it was actually a relief when they helped eat the extras.

I took the time to call on uncles and aunts. My favorite pastime was a five-generation picture chart, and each new face was a new friend. I kept it in the family room where it was in full view, and my loneliness eased greatly as the picture chart grew.

And I had my little daughter Rosie. We set up a special table in her room and began to do crafts together. She was better than I at most of what we did, but we laughed and talked and found joy in being together.

My experience that summer taught me that lives do change—that mine had now "shifted gears," and that it would continue to do so. I began to make a mental list of things I had not yet tried, but, given the time and opportunity, in the future, I would pursue. I knew I needed to be ever learning, ever doing. But most importantly, I had learned to appreciate my brothers and sisters around me in such a way that I could serve and love them and keep company with them.

[illustration] Illustrated by Howard Post
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The Legacy: Remembered and Renewed











Some things do not change with centuries, circumstance, or culture, but are constant. The stirrings of our souls remind us that Latter-day Saint women share more than a name or a position. We share a legacy of belief—belief in the Lord Jesus Christ, whose love confirms, sustains, and motivates. Yesterday, today, and tomorrow, we believe that He lives, and living, loves each one. Believing, we are bound together as sisters. Believing, we have courage to stand alone. This belief tells us that for every gift, there is purpose; for every struggle, growth; for every earnest prayer, assurance; for every trial, comfort; for every woman, value. This legacy we remember and renew.


Legacy of Growth

From seed to blossom there is an emergence, a slow unfolding that catches you suddenly in its beauty. So it is with us. We struggle with life's moments and discover insights that open our awareness to self, that take us from where we are to where we ought to be.

Because God loves us, He has created us to feel the joy of growth, to fill in the lines of a divine blueprint. Our legacy of belief tells us that we have come into the world, not as a finality, but as a possibility.

An invitation to the celestial kingdom is an invitation to grow, surely and steadily, in ways we see and ways we don't. Quietly, little by little, we sharpen our sensitivity, polish our gifts, smooth over our uneven edges.

While unveiling reveals richer colors, there is value at every stage. The bud is as beautiful as the blossom, the faltering first notes as important as the finished performance. Our belief brings to our growing, perspective. We know the end for which we make the beginning.

Growth may not always be recognized by others, or even by ourselves. But it is the daily victories that emerge as lifelong accomplishments, that are the sum of our lives. Who can say what moment it happens? It is as silent as a snowfall that comes in the night and quietly changes everything.

Day to day, we are living and inching a little beyond where we were the day before. It is the growth that comes from doing something we haven't done before. It is finding out who we are and becoming that—the steady emergence of an eternal character. We can believe in what might be, instead of what is.

"If thou canst believe, all things are possible." (Mark 9:23.)


Legacy of Adversity

Life requires of each of us a schooling in adversity, a trial of faith, a season of experience. Our legacy of belief is not without suffering; but belief tells us that before we can plant, the soil must first be broken.

Disappointment, loneliness, and frustration are common to us all. We work, we nurture, we triumph, and sometimes we fail. But that pain cultivates a responsiveness to the spirit whose tenderness heals the wounds we cannot see. We cannot prevent every pain or stay each sorrow. They come into our lives unbidden, often unannounced. But we can seek the inner strength that sends our roots deep in time of drought.

"The Lord has never promised us that we will be free from problems and challenges. He has, however, promised that with faith we will have the strength to meet any eventuality in this life. Being 'anxiously engaged' in The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints can provide for any of you in any circumstance some reasons to hope—even to be glad and certainly to be loved." (Spencer W. Kimball, Ensign, Nov. 1978, p. 105.)

We must learn all of life's lessons. Life is not one direct journey, and sometimes to arrive safely we must change the course of the compass. We can make adversity a stepping stone, not an ending place. We can use it to refine and purify, to season and uplift, to draw closer to Him from whence all blessings come.

The pathway to perfection is not comfortable or untroubled. It takes great courage to step into the wind and keep going. But we can weather the tempest and cushion the daily large and small jolts of mortality with joy. Even in the midst of our suffering, we are in His kingdom and His protecting arms are around us.

"Be faithful and diligent … and I will encircle thee in the arms of my love." (D&C 6:20.)


Legacy of Diversity

No two of us are the same; we can each contribute through that particular spark of the divine that makes us unique. The mark we leave on the world, on the hearts and minds of others, will be our own.

That the Lord values variety is manifest in many ways. Why a daisy, or a marigold, or a sunflower, if a rose had been sufficient? The Savior performed a multitude of miracles and gave a series of signs for the last days. He created a family of man, rather than a single race.

Our legacy of belief persuades us that there is more than one way to do good and to develop our talents. Yet we can bring to each other something both special and something to be shared. Our unique and individual gifts can complement, rather than compete, so the territory we travel will be richer for our moving forward together.

"No greater recognition can come to you in this world than to be known as a woman of God. No greater status can be conferred upon you than being a daughter of God who experiences true sisterhood, wifehood, and motherhood, or other tasks which influence lives for good." (Spencer W. Kimball, Ensign, Nov. 1979, p. 102.)

As we rejoice in lives so different, we rejoice in hearts so similar: We are the same as we reach outward toward others, with hands that bring light and hope and healing. We can reach out from our uniqueness and make the similarities count. We can use whatever talents God has given us for service. Whatever the realm of our influence, we can allow our similarities—faith, hope, charity, and the pure love of Christ—to make a difference.

"So we, being many, are one … in Christ" (Rom. 12:5.)


Legacy of Testimony

We remember and renew a legacy of testimony, of faith, of commitment. We are of one heart in our belief that He lives and loves us, individually, unconditionally. We are of one heart because we have chosen to follow the way that values the widow's mite more than power, integrity more than visibility, charity more than charisma.

We will use the Savior as a model, so that we may bring to our living, to our nurturing, to our teaching, His life, His teachings—whatever our area of influence, His influence.

[photo] Photography by Jed A. Clark
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An Echo of My Words

Being confined to bed with a painful illness for a long time, I was discouraged and depressed. A friend telephoned to cheer me, and during our conversation she said that she was proud of me. When I asked "Why?" she replied that she had seen a poem of mine that had just been published. Then she said, "Let me read it to you."

As the familiar words resounded in my ears, tears came to my eyes. Here was a gentle reminder from a friend who cared. I had not realized, when I composed it, that some day my own words would touch me so profoundly.

The tears washed away my despair, and my courage returned as I listened to the message of the last stanza.

… Thus can we 
Afford to do 
Less than our best 
In the performance 
Of our earthly 
Test, however 
Challenging 
Our role may be, 
In life's 
Dress rehearsal 
For eternity?

Listening to My Two-Year-Old

It had become a turbulent day—a day of whining from my three-year-old, of agonized teething cries from the baby, and of imaginative antics from my two-year-old as she colored the walls, spit-waded my scrapbook, and pickled the linoleum.

I was seething with frustration. Then I discovered another "crime," and I boiled over. I whirled to berate the culprit.

But before the words could be uttered, I saw in a flash, not my mischievous two-year-old, but a young troubled teen wearing the same "please-listen-and-understand-me-Mom" expression. It was an experience to rend my heart with remorse. In that instant I fully recognized the seeds I was sowing for our future relationship. To continue to fuss, fume, and yell would only result in her recoiling from me and from our family to seek love, security, and understanding elsewhere. No! I cried. I must not let that happen. I must gather her in my arms and somehow let her know that I love her in spite of her mischief.

The moment passed, and once more it was my two-year-old who stood before me. My heart told me she was entrusted to my care for safekeeping, for nurturing, for returning to God someday.


"Will You Run Away with Me?"

Being a single parent is not the easiest thing in the world, especially when you have to keep a home running smoothly as well. Try as I might, I just couldn't seem to find enough time in any day or week to give each of my children the one-on-one time they needed.

One day when my youngest became peeved at me for some infraction of mine, he pronounced, "I'm running away." He packed his little bag, complete with two pieces of chicken and his stuffed rabbit, and proceeded to the front door. I looked at him with all the sadness I could muster and said, "Can I run away too?" He looked at me in disbelief and stuttered, "D-d-d-do mommies run away?"

Now when one of my children comes up to me and asks if we can run away, I know something is really bothering him and he needs just the two of us to talk things out.

One day my eleven-year-old daughter was having some difficulty trying to learn the thirteen Articles of Faith, so we ran away to study. Afterward, as we were getting ready for bed, my fourteen-year-old son, now a teacher in the Aaronic Priesthood, came up to me and whispered "Mom, how come you and I don't ever run away anymore?" I felt like I had just been cut in two. I could tell by his actions and the sound of his voice that he was really upset. He felt left out.

We sat down and talked about it, and I guess we hadn't run away together for almost two years. He had become a deacon, then deacons' quorum president, had gotten involved in Boy Scouts, and was now a teacher. I had been afraid to ask, because he might think he was too big to go off with just Mom. He and I had become involved in our separate activities that we had failed to communicate with each other.

We made a commitment that night that no matter how old we became, we would never be too old to "run away" with Mom. 

[photo] Photography by Eldon K. Linschoten
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Utahna Young Utahna Young Rochelle Hamel Rochelle Hamel Marty Smith Marty Smith Susan L. Pixley Susan L. Pixley






Who Likes Dirty Dishes?

As I looked at the stack of dirty dishes, my good spirits fell. "Who likes dirty dishes? Not me!" I thought. First I began to put away the dishes that my son, Rick, had done the night before. A pretty good job, I mused. But the bread pans were still greasy. I added them to the dishes that needed washing. Fifteen-year-old boys don't like doing dishes. If I hurried, he would never know that I had washed the pans over again. I could tell him that he had done a good job and that would make him feel good.

I plunged my hands into the hot, soapy water, grimly washing each milk glass and each bowl with cereal dried onto it. Grabbing a handful of silverware, I dropped them into the sink. A pink plastic spoon, specially curved for tiny toddler's hands, came floating to the top of the bubbles. I smiled as I remembered. It had been given to me for a baby girl at my last baby shower almost two years ago. I almost laughed out loud as I thought of our sturdy little boy, my fifth boy in a row, spooning soup into his mouth as fast as he could with a girl's pink spoon.

As I started to wash the rest of the silverware, other pleasant memories surged through my mind. The sharp, serrated bread knife reminded me of the happy hands of my children reaching for thick slices of hot bread to butter and spread with homemade peach jam. I wondered if one particular knife was the one eight-year-old Jimmy used this morning to butter the bread that he dunked into his hot cereal every time he thought I wasn't looking. Maybe this spoon was the one that Franky had used to put enough sugar in his cereal to make it almost as sweet as he can be when he gives me a tight hug and a quick kiss.

As I washed the almost-clean bread pans over again, I recalled the large, strong hands of my tall son doing his work in the house but longing to be astride the horse he had lovingly trained from a bucking colt into a gentle grey friend.

I picked up the cake pan that had been filled the night before last by eleven-year-old Abie. He made a cake so that his granddaddy could take a piece in his lunch the next day. As I washed out the crumbs and scraped off the chocolate frosting a thoughtful seventeen-year-old sister had made to top the cake, I remember the effort Laurie had made that night to get dinner for the boys, her granddad, me, and herself. Laurie, who loves to sing, play the piano, and sew beautiful clothing for herself and others, ignored her own loves as she worked steadily to fill the pans and dishes to feed the family and relieve a mother who was ill.

My last pan to wash was the one I had used that day to heat last night's homemade soup. My mind lingered over the sweet and lavish compliments my husband had made as he buttered the homemade bread and eagerly spooned down the soup.

What a priceless gift each dirty dish can be! Each one tells me that someone in my family daily fills a need in all of us. Every dish tells me that my husband works long and hard to fill each pot, pan, plate, and glass, so that my family's temporal needs can be met. Each one tells me of the love and unity our family shares.

So who likes dirty dishes? I do!
 

Better Than a Bib

Mealtime with my five-month-old daughter would generally end up as bath time. She would commandeer the spoon, get cereal on her hands, then smear it on her hair and clothes. Quite a mess!

We've solved the problem by wrapping her up in a hooded bath towel and pinning it shut. The hood keeps her hair clean, the towel makes clean up easier—and she looks forward to being wrapped up in the "hat."
 

Homespun Nursery

One of the most entertaining and least expensive ways to teach young children is to create your own nursery school on half-hour tapes. All it takes is a simple tape recorder, some tapes, and some inexpensive children's books.

Collecting Material


Choose stories that are short, entertaining, and worthy of being heard dozens of times. Two themes for each tape is about right. Not all of your books will neatly emphasize the themes you want, but you can comment, or even better, question, as you read. ("See Sally's dress. What color is it? Yes, it is red. It is a pretty red dress.")

To choose themes, consider the developmental stage of your child and what he should be learning. Preschoolers could be learning sequential information (days of the week, months of the year, books of scripture in order—taught by songs); love of music (classical music as background for some stories; the scales); cleanliness; order ("After you get up from the table, what do you do? That's right, you carry your plate to the sink. Then what do you do? Of course, you brush your teeth"); directions (up, down, around, over: "Where is the doll on this page?"); and courtesy.

Include some physical activities your child would enjoy as a break for a minute or two, such as, "Jack Be Nimble," walking like an elephant, hopping like a rabbit, marching. Also select hymns, Primary songs, or other material that emphasizes your gospel values, so that you can ask the child to sing with you. One verse will probably be enough.

Your child also needs to know his full name, address, telephone number, parents' names, and what to do when lost. Short scripture verses, one to a tape, are easily memorized.

Organizing Material

Before you start recording your nursery tapes, get a looseleaf notebook with a page for each theme and then list the materials you want to use with each tape: Each tape will take quite a bit of material, since you cannot repeat yourself as you would in a live nursery-school situation.

Taping
Choose the two themes for which you have the most material. Mark in the notebook the materials you might like to use and the order in which you will present them.

Gather up the child and the materials. Explain to him what you are going to do. Speak slowly and distinctly into the mike on the tape recorder, using good grammar and simple vocabulary. Start the tape off with a story. Animate each character with your voice.

Children like stories best but also need activities, comments, and questions. As you turn the page, say "please turn the page," as a cue for the child when he is alone with the tape. Allow the child to interrupt as you go. Children are fascinated by their own voices on tape.

Using Tapes
Listen to every tape the first few times with the child to ensure good participation. Later, when he listens alone, you can tell if the child is really listening to the tape by watching to see if he actually follows along. If he does not participate or is bored, do not hesitate to tape over that section with something else.

When listening those first few times, listen to your delivery—enunciation, loudness, variety, and transitions—and learn from it. Keep your notebook handy to jot down comments or new ideas. You may want to turn off the tape to instruct the child when necessary.

Attach to each tape a label listing the books and equipment needed (like the stuffed animal needed for "Ring-Around-the-Rosy" for a lone child. Color-key your books to each tape so the child can select his own books. This can be done by putting a colored label on the book that matches a similarly colored label on the tape; even if children do not read, they will still be able to match colors. When taping, to make sure he selects the correct book, say, "We are going to listen to 'The Boy Who Cried Wolf.' There are sheep on the cover, and it has a blue label."

Date each tape and identify yourself. Some tapes may very well survive as an important part of your family history!
 

No More Mildew

I recently noticed extensive mildew on my shower curtain and scrubbed it with scouring powder and a brush, but to no avail.

Finally, I put the shower curtain in my washing machine with two bath towels and washed them as I would a regular load. The mildew was removed completely.
 
[illustrations] Illustrated by Scott Greer
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Morality for Youth Film Involves Youth, Leaders, in Defining Moral Standards

By JoAnn Jolley

Assistant Editor

Morality for Youth is a movie with a powerful message. Better still, the message doesn't end when the lights go on or the video machine clicks off. In fact, that's when the real learning begins.

Back in 1977, when the film was being planned under the direction of the General Authorities, it was agreed that the subject must be handled sensitively but in a way that would make a difference. Richard Hart, manager of audiovisual materials for the Church, was a member of that initial planning committee. "We all admitted," he recalls, "that one motion picture could not make a major dent in the problem of sexual morality. What was needed was an overall effort beginning in the home and extending through the organizations of the Church."

The final production was designed as a personalized teaching tool and utilizes the concept of group discussion to reinforce the film's message. A six-page user's guide accompanies the film suggesting "ways that stake presidents, bishops, youth advisers, teachers, and parents can use the film to help youth (1) understand the Lord's standard of morality; (2) accept and desire to live that standard; and (3) learn how, with the Lord's help, they can keep themselves morally clean and help others stay morally clean." The pamphlet, prepared by the Curriculum Planning and Development Division, provides parents and leaders with suggested discussion questions which will help young people to relate events portrayed in the film to standards of sexual morality.

Brother Kenneth Derr of the Curriculum Department explains the rationale behind such an approach. "Many times we'll go watch a motion picture that has a very structured message; then, when it's over, we go home saying that it was a very moving experience. For many this might be true. But for others, they have had neither a spiritual experience nor a learning experience. If, on the other hand, we take a film that is a little more open-ended, that presents some discussion opportunities and ideas, and then we create, in print, something which helps the parent or leader to structure those ideas under the influence of the Spirit, we are encouraging a spiritual experience to take place. The film itself provides the vehicle, or the catalyst, for that to happen. I think that's where media can be very effective in the Church."

Morality for Youth is a major effort to introduce such an open-ended structure. The film chronicles the adventures of a group of young Latter-day Saints on a day-long river trip, complete with rapid-running and its inherent dangers. That evening around a friendly campfire, the bishop reviews the day's challenges and compares them to life's experiences and temptations in the area of sexual morality. The young people then share their own ideas about how they can stay morally clean. Included in the movie are taped interviews of young Latter-day Saints sharing their varied observations, as well as taped remarks by President Spencer W. Kimball.

In designing the film, the planning committee felt that the Lord's standard had been explained very carefully by President Kimball (see "President Kimball Speaks Out on Morality," Ensign, Nov. 1980, p. 94; New Era, Nov. 1980, p. 38), so they didn't want to duplicate that. They wanted to identify the Lord's standard of morality, but do it very briefly. The real focus of the film is to have viewers make the commitment to live the Lord's standard. The idea is that if a person can control his feelings and be wise in the friends he has and the places he goes, then he can stay morally clean.

Jayne Malan, a writer and former Young Women general board member assigned to work on the film, recalls that "We had to search for a long time to find a vehicle to accomplish our purpose. Years into the project, we read President Kimball's New Era article on morality and were impressed with his observation that youth of the Church are traveling oceans which to you are at least partially uncharted, where there are shoals and rocks and icebergs and other vessels, and where great disasters can come unless warnings are heeded. (New Era, Nov. 1980, p. 39.) That was what triggered our minds," she says, "and this concept of a river trip evolved. Once we hit upon the vehicle of the message, then it really began to catch fire."

The film's river sequence is dramatic enough to catch the attention of any viewer. Some twenty youth from Provo and Salt Lake were recruited as cast members. Their assignment was to raft down a segment of the Snake River between Jackson and Alpine, Wyoming—and smile.

"Bless the hearts of those kids who were on that river trip," says Jesse E. Stay, the film's producer. "It was in the fall, and so cold up there. The wind was blowing at about fifty knots, everyone was soaking wet, and it was a miserable time. But they just played their parts so well, and hung in there for the two or three days they stayed, making that seven-mile run several times each day—not to mention letting themselves be tipped over in the boat."

"The biggest problem of all was, how do you talk about immorality without making it look glamorous? Even talking about it raises the interest level, and then you run the risk of experimentation. You don't want to visually portray immorality—but you've got to trigger in the viewers' minds something that is going to make them understand that certain actions are not worthy or righteous. So our big challenge was dealing with a subject this delicate, and doing it in a tasteful way that would not offend either parents or the young people."

What the film tries to do is to encourage conversation on the subject of morality between youth leaders and the youth, and particularly between parents and youth. Parents and young people who see the film together should find it easy to do just that by talking about what the Prophet says in the film.

Brother Stay emphasizes that the prophet's remarks are central to the film's impact. "President Kimball has been so direct and so straightforward in saying what the Lord's standard is, and to present the Lord's standard, and the standard of his church, as undeviating. It's not a faded and outworn garment; it's the same now as it always has been, and it doesn't change with the times. That's the kind of message we hope will come across in the film, and we hope that as a result of seeing this, parents and youth leaders and young people will be freer to talk with each other about this subject."

At a special fireside held December 5 in the Salt Lake Tabernacle and broadcast by satellite to some 500 U.S. locations, President Gordon B. Hinckley of the First Presidency addressed youth and young adults of the Church, and the twenty-two minute film was shown. Distribution of the film will continue to be implemented through priesthood channels. In a letter to executive administrators dated 19 August 1982, President Ezra Taft Benson of the Quorum of the Twelve outlined the authorized procedure for use of "this important teaching aid":

"1. Executive Administrators are encouraged to show the motion picture in area councils prior to December 31, 1982. Regional Representatives are then encouraged to show the motion picture to each regional council.

"2. Following instructions by the Regional Representative, each stake president should implement the film in his stake. It should be shown to all parents and adults working with youth. Parents of youth should be encouraged to use the motion picture or the filmstrip in family home evenings. It should then be shown to the youth either at a stake or ward fireside where the stake president or bishop presides.

"3. The motion picture or filmstrip may then be further implemented in Aaronic Priesthood, Young Women, seminary and institute, youth Sunday School, Relief Society, and Melchizedek Priesthood lessons."

Those responsible for designing and producing Morality for Youth are realistic in their evaluation of the film's impact. "This film," says Brother Derr, "will not give the young people or the leaders everything they need or want." The most important factor in using the film successfully, he believes, is the follow-up discussion. "The film and user's guide together comprise a real teaching tool." He suggests that while the film may be shown initially to a large group, "the ideal is to get the youth in small discussion groups to promote discussion and interaction. The most important discussion group is parents and children in the home."

Brother Hart adds that "As people call in from the field, their response is almost always that the discussion after the film is more important than the film itself." He explains that the discussion can be suited to individual circumstances:

"Bishops are to show it to ward leaders and parents and teach them how to use it. Obviously, the discussion you'd have with a Laurel class would be different than a discussion in a deacons quorum—and that's why the discussion is so important. The user's guide is designed so that parents, leaders, or bishops can adapt it to the level of their audience.

"I would think that the people who have the best experiences with this film," he continues, "are those who treat the subject of changing behavior and making a commitment to the Lord's standard of morality, rather than simply showing the film. If they focus on the broader experience, and see the film as a tool for doing that, then they'll have a marvelous experience. But if they focus on the film, they'll fall short."

He stresses adequate preparation on the part of leaders and parents. "There are so many people," he says, "who are accustomed to not even previewing a film before they show it. But if they're not prepared with this particular film, having previewed it and studied the user's guide, they will not be prepared to ask appropriate questions afterward."

Members of the film's planning committee feel that parents and leaders who show the film without a follow-up discussion will be missing the opportunity to positively affect the lives of the youth whom they have a responsibility to teach. Those who allow the motion picture to take the place of a mother and a father sitting down with their son or daughter and having an in-depth discussion will have robbed both themselves and their children of a beautiful experience with the Spirit. Used effectively, the film can take viewers to a higher level of spiritual experience.

As its title suggests, Morality for Youth is geared primarily toward young people in the Church. Yet its theme is of vital importance to all members of the Church, whether they are young or not so young. Hence, it is recommended for use by Melchizedek Priesthood quorums and Relief Societies. The film should be viewed by adults in two contexts—as a vehicle to teach their children, and also as instruction in basic principles that they should understand for themselves. The principles are the same for both youth and adults.

Producer Jesse Stay's feeling about the film is that "it will strengthen the good young people of the Church in their resolves, and it might be helpful to those who have gone astray. President Kimball says in the film, 'We love you; there is a way back.' The reality of repentance is part of the message."

The youth who have viewed the film thus far have been very receptive and grateful that something of this nature has now been done."

The filmstrip version of Morality for Youth (VVOF3878) is available for $2.50 at the Salt Lake Distribution Center; 16mm copies (VVMP2483) cost $80; video cassette copies in VHS (VVVH0089) or BETA (VVVB0087) formats are available for $34.95. (The video cassette will also include four additional films: The Restoration of the Priesthood, Families are Forever, For the Strength of the Hills, and The Seattle Temple: The House of the Lord.) Users' guides for Morality for Youth (PXIC0810) are available for $.20 each.

[photo] Opening scenes of Morality for Youth portray excitement, challenges of a fast-paced river run. Later, the river trip is compared to experiences of life.

[photos] Youth of the Church find adventure on the river; other segments of the film feature taped interviews with youth who present personal insights regarding the Lord's standard of morality. Small discussion groups following the movie will allow viewers to share their own feelings and experiences, then make a commitment to keep themselves morally clean.


BYU Announces $100 Million Goal

Brigham Young University's President Jeffrey R. Holland took the occasion of BYU's annual Homecoming and President's Club Banquet to announce publicly "what we have been privately working on for more than a year—a $100 million capital campaign entitled 'Excellence in the Eighties: The BYU Campaign for Academic Achievement.'"

President Holland explained that "over a five-year period, the first of which is nearly over, we intend to add $100 million to the resources of Brigham Young University in our pursuit of the moral and academic achievement becoming a university sponsored by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints."

He indicated that "even in this very depressed economic time," the university has received nearly $15 million since work on the project began just over a year ago. Allocation of the $100 million, according to President Holland, will be as follows:

"$25 million is needed for the faculty"—to provide endowed chairs, establish visiting professorships, and encourage in-service faculty growth.

"$15 million is needed for students"—our other great area of concern. Out of BYU are coming young men and women who have a deep spiritual commitment, a sense of direction, a willingness to look beyond the hills just ahead. But their education isn't free. More money is needed for endowed scholarships and grants."

$55 million will be funded for university programs to support faculty and student goals—"programs that range across the entire spectrum of our educational offering from art to zoology, programs that enhance learning and lift our view of human life."

$5 million will be used to take BYU's message to the world. "We need to publish and distribute our best manuscripts, develop curriculum that can be administered beyond the borders of the campus, send our performing groups literally around the world, and use improved techniques and technology to tell the BYU story over land and sea."

The university's Board of Trustees, said President Holland, provides a maintenance budget for the university; any "qualitive improvements," however, will be largely dependent upon the school's own development efforts. "We are determined," he said, "to fulfill our prophetic destiny of becoming 'among the greatest universities in the world.'"

President Holland emphasized that "the Board of Trustees has felt to endorse this campaign and to encourage all individuals and organizations who are in a position to do so to give their financial support."

Those wishing to receive additional information about the campaign should contact the Development Office, Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah 84602.


Church Fund-raising Office Has New Title

The First Presidency has announced that the Development Office, the Church's fund-raising arm, will now be known as LDS Foundation.

Headquartered on the Brigham Young University campus, the organization will continue to operate according to its established goals and purposes. "We will continue to encourage and facilitate voluntary philanthropic contributions to the Church and its related organizations and activities," said Donald T. Nelson, foundation director. He added that the foundation would also continue to emphasize higher education, "in which the need for financial assistance goes beyond the availability of tithing funds."

Brother Nelson pointed out that "LDS Foundation normally does not receive tithes or other contributions intended for local wards and stakes. It does, however, receive many other kinds of contributions, including gifts in kind (such as equipment, livestock, and art work); real estate; stocks and bonds; and cash. Many different kinds of trusts can be established through LDS Foundation which permit donors to receive an income for life. The corpora [principal] of these trusts go to charity—the Church or one of its institutions—after the donors die." He added that because of federal and state tax laws, individuals who make such gifts receive important benefits in return, such as special tax deductions, exclusions, and exemptions. "These benefits lower the taxes that otherwise would be paid by them or their estates," he said.

Since the establishment of the fund-raising organization, millions of dollars in direct and deferred gifts have been raised. "About half the contributions," said Brother Nelson, "have come from nonmembers who are impressed with the power of Church programs to improve mankind's spiritual and physical condition."

J. Alan Blodgett, managing director of investments for the Church, will serve as chairman of the foundation's board of directors. He will be assisted by Dee F. Andersen, coordinator of the Office of Church Planning; Henry B. Eyring, Church commissioner of education; Bruce C. Hafen, president of Ricks College; Jeffrey R. Holland, president of Brigham Young University; Donald T. Nelson, foundation director; and Harold F. Western, associate commissioner of education-finance.

The organization began in 1966 as the Office of University Development; its primary purpose was to raise funds for Brigham Young University. Then in 1971 the First Presidency created Church Education Development to direct and correlate fund raising for all Church schools. In 1973 the First Presidency again expanded the organization's charter and changed its name to the Development Office. Finally, in January of 1981, the office was placed under the direction of the Presiding Bishopric.


Triple Combination Published in Italian

For the first time, thousands of Latter-day Saints who speak and read Italian can obtain the Book of Mormon, the Doctrine and Covenants, and the Pearl of Great Price in one volume. The new Italian triple combination was published in September 1982.

In previous years, these three latter-day scriptures have been available in Italian under separate covers. According to Poul Stolp, area materials management manager for the Church in Europe, the text of the Book of Mormon is the fourth edition in Italian (1982). The text of the Doctrine and Covenants and the Pearl of Great Price is the second edition in Italian (1981).

Although not exactly the same as the 1981 English triple combination (it retains the former index, footnotes, and chapter headings), the Italian three-in-one does contain sections 137 and 138 of the Doctrine and Covenants and also Official Declarations 1 and 2?, Brother Stolp explained. It also includes, in Italian, the latest version of the Articles of Faith in the Pearl of Great Price. The newly published volume was printed in Frankfurt, Germany, the center for printing Church materials for Europe.

A major figure in the work resulting in the Italian triple combination is Pietro Currarini, Italian translation supervisor in Livorno, Brother Stolp said. After completing most of the work on each of the three scriptures, Brother Currarini submitted his revision to other staff members for review. The work was mostly one of revision, not retranslation.

Approximately 3,000 copies of the Italian triple combination have been printed and are available at the Church distribution center in Milano, Italy. Cost is 20,000 Italian lire. Members and nonmembers in other areas can obtain copies by ordering them through local distribution centers. Those living in the United States and Canada can obtain copies through the Salt Lake Distribution Center, 1999 West 1700 South, Salt Lake City, Utah 84104 ($20 per copy; stock no. PBMI4041IT).


Policies and Announcements



The following items appeared in the November 1982 Bulletin.




New Motion Pictures and Filmstrips. 
New motion pictures and filmstrips are now available in the following formats at the Salt Lake City Distribution Center.


The Restoration of the Priesthood 
contains the message of the restoration and is a sequel to the motion picture The First Vision. It helps both members and nonmembers grasp the reality and significance of the restoration of the priesthood and the Church. A filmstrip version (VVOF3889) is available for $2.50. 16mm motion picture copies (VVMP2472) are available for $75.00 each.


Morality for Youth 
states the Lord's standard for morality and provides parents, priesthood and auxiliary leaders and teachers, and seminary and institute teachers with a springboard for discussion with youth to help them stay morally clean. A user's guide is enclosed. A filmstrip version (VVOF3878) is available for $2.5; 16mm motion picture copies (VVMP2483) are available for $80.00 each. Instructions on how to use this audiovisual product are to be closely followed and will come through your Executive Administrator and Regional Representative.

Videocassette 8 contains the Morality for Youth and The Restoration of the Priesthood motion pictures. It also contains three other motion pictures: Families are Forever; The Seattle Temple; The House of the Lord; and For the Strength of the Hills. VHS copies (VVVH0089) or BETA copies (VVVB0087) are available for $34.95 each.


Safety Precautions in Use of Copy Machines. 
Wards and stakes must use caution in placing and using spirit duplicator machines. The chemical methanol used in the fluid for these machines is extremely toxic and can cause illness and blindness. Those responsible for this equipment should check its location to ensure that adequate fresh air and excellent ventilation are available. Please heed the warnings printed on the machines and on the fluid container.


Wholesome Entertainment. 
Church members should seek out wholesome, appropriate entertainment. Such entertainment may include that which is provided by professional performing artists or theatrical groups who uphold Church standards of morality and decency. Performers who provide wholesome entertainment in accordance with Church standards should be encouraged and patronized.



The following statement has been issued by the First Presidency regarding the upcoming National Safety Sabbath, to be observed next month:



"We are pleased to endorse the efforts of the National Safety Council and to join with churches across the nation in observance of National Safety Sabbath February 11–14, 1983.

"Reports of tragedies which could have been prevented are the cause of grave concern. Statistics show that approximately 100,000 deaths and 10,000,000 disabling injuries are results of accidents each year. The most common threat to life and well-being in the home is not crime and violence, but home accidents.

"We urge members of the Church to take proper precautions, to observe safety regulations and careful conduct in order to preserve the sacred life and health which have been given to us.

"Safety Sabbath is an appropriate time to teach safety principles to the young, and to take inventory of safety measures in homes and automobiles. The National Safety Council estimates that approximately 12,000 lives per year would be saved by the use of safety belts in cars. Prudence in the use and storage of power tools, hand tools, medicines, chemicals, and flammable materials can prevent needless death and personal harm.

"We join with the National Safety Council in urging all to observe reverence for the sanctity of life which has been given. We counsel members to heed safety responsibilities in the home, at work, and on the road. We recommend to all members the example of Jesus Christ whose love and concern for his fellowman guided his actions, that they might be for the benefit of others.

"It is our prayer that members, through many small efforts, will make this world a safer and better place in which to live."


LDS Scene

President and Sister Kimball celebrated their sixty-fifth wedding anniversary on November 16. They were married in 1917. The couple observed the occasion by receiving family and friends at their Hotel Utah apartment, where Sister Camilla Kimball continues her gradual recovery after hip replacement surgery in October.

Elder Sterling W. Sill, 79, an emeritus member of the First Quorum of the Seventy, is recovering at home following open-heart surgery in early November. He underwent a quadruple coronary artery bypass graft at LDS Hospital in Salt Lake City.
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Terms of Use

                            

By using this site, you agree to the following conditions. If you disagree with any of the conditions, do not use this site. We reserve
            the right to change these conditions at any time, so please check for changes when you
            use the site. Your continued use of the site following the posting of changes to these
            conditions means that you accept those changes.

        
Licenses and Restrictions

        This site is owned and operated by Corporation of the President of The Church of Jesus
            Christ of Latter-day Saints. All material found at this site (including visuals, text,
            icons, displays, databases, media, and general information), is owned or licensed by us.
            You may view, download, and print material from this site only for your personal,
            noncommercial use unless otherwise indicated. In addition, materials may be reproduced
            by media personnel for use in traditional public news forums unless otherwise indicated.
            You may not post material from this site on another web site or on a computer network
            without our permission. You may not transmit or distribute material from this site to
            other sites. You may not use this site or information found at this site (including the
            names and addresses of those who submitted information) for selling or promoting
            products or services, soliciting clients, or any other commercial purpose.

        Notwithstanding the foregoing, we reserve sole discretion and right to deny, revoke, or
            limit use of this site, including reproduction. It is not our responsibility, however,
            to determine what "Fair Use" means for persons wishing to use materials from this site.
            That remains wholly a responsibility of the user. Further, we are not required to give
            additional source citations, nor to guarantee that the materials are cleared for
            alternate uses. Such ultimately remains the responsibility of the user. However, the
            Church maintains the right to prevent infringement of its materials and to interpret
            "Fair Use" as it understands the law.

        
Code of Conduct

        You agree that you will not individually, or as part of any collective effort, submit or
            post information to this site that could be deemed harmful or offensive to other users,
            nor will you impersonate another user in order to hide your identity or implicate
            another in such actions. You agree to do nothing that might disrupt the flow of data to
            and from this site, impact the service or performance of this site, or circumvent any of
            the controls or usage rules that we have implemented. You understand that the result of
            harmful or offensive actions may include revocation of your right to use this site and
            legal action against you.

        
Linking

        For your convenience, this site may contain links to web sites operated by others. These
            sites are not maintained or controlled by us, and we are not responsible for their
            content. Although we have made a good faith effort to link only to tasteful, appropriate
            sites, some may contain inappropriate or objectionable material. If you find such
            material while using this site, please notify us immediately. We believe that those who
            make information available on the Internet expect that it will be publicly and widely
            available. Therefore, we believe that linking to other sites is legally permissible and
            consistent with the expectations of those who use the Internet. However, if access to a
            particular site should be restricted, the site operator should promptly notify us.

        
Jurisdiction and Applicable Law

        This agreement shall be governed by the laws of the State of Utah, United States of
            America, as applied to agreements entered into and to be performed entirely within the
            state, without giving effect to any principles of conflicts of law. Any action you bring
            to enforce this agreement or any matters related to this site shall be brought in either
            the state or federal courts located in Salt Lake County, Utah, and you hereby consent
            and submit to the personal jurisdiction of such courts for the purposes of litigating
            any such action. If any provision of this agreement is unlawful, void, or unenforceable
            in whole or in part, the remaining provisions shall not be affected, unless we determine
            that the invalid or unenforceable provision is an essential term to the agreement, in
            which case we may at our sole discretion amend the agreement.

        
Limitations of Liability

        We are not liable for any special or consequential damages resulting from your use of, or
            your inability to use, the materials in this site or any linked site, including, but not
            limited to, lost profits, business interruption and loss of programs or other data on
            your information handling system. In no event shall our total liability to you for all
            damages, losses, and causes of action exceed the amount paid by you, if any, for
            accessing this site or any linked site.

        
Disclaimers

        THE MATERIALS AT THIS SITE AND ANY LINKED SITE ARE PROVIDED "AS IS" AND WITHOUT
            WARRANTIES OF ANY KIND, EITHER EXPRESS OR IMPLIED. TO THE FULLEST EXTENT PERMISSIBLE
            PURSUANT TO APPLICABLE LAW, WE DISCLAIM ALL WARRANTIES, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING,
            BUT NOT LIMITED TO, WARRANTIES OF TITLE AND IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY AND
            FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE. WE DO NOT WARRANT THAT THE FUNCTIONS CONTAINED AT THIS
            SITE WILL BE UNINTERRUPTED OR ERROR FREE, THAT DEFECTS WILL BE CORRECTED, OR THAT THIS
            SITE OR THE SERVER THAT MAKES IT AVAILABLE ARE FREE OF VIRUSES OR OTHER HARMFUL
            COMPONENTS.

        
Trademarks

        "The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints," "Liahona," "Book of Mormon," and
            "Mormon" are trademarks of Intellectual Reserve, Inc.

        
Questions and Copyright Requests

        For further assistance or information regarding Church copyrighted materials, you may
            contact the Church's Intellectual Property Office at:

        Phone: 801-240-3959 or 1-800-453-3860, ext. 2-3959

        Fax: 801-240-1187

        E-Mail: cor-intellectualproperty@ldschurch.org

        To request use of Church copyrighted material, complete the Copyright Request Form and
            send it to:

        Intellectual Property Office, Attention: Licensing, 50 East North Temple Street Rm 1888,
            Salt Lake City, Utah 84150-3011

        You can also fax or e-mail the form to the fax number or e-mail address listed above.

        
            Note: The approximate time for receiving a reply for a non-commercial request is
                two to four weeks; commercial requests require approximately four to six
                weeks.
        

        Effective Date: October 20, 2009
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Privacy Policy

The privacy of your personal information is important to The Church of Jesus Christ of
			Latter-day Saints and its affiliated legal entities (the "Church", "we", "us", or
			similar terms). This Privacy Policy is intended as a general statement regarding
			collection and use of personal information for Church affiliated Web sites. We strive to
			collect, use and disclose personal information consistent with the laws in the countries
			in which we collect personal information. This Privacy Policy applies to this Web site
			which is owned and operated by Corporation of the President of The Church of Jesus
			Christ of Latter-Day Saints, Corporation of the Presiding Bishop of the Church of Jesus
			Christ of Latter-Day Saints, or FamilySearch International (as noted specifically on the
			first page of the Web site).

		In selected jurisdictions, the Church affiliated entities may adopt unique privacy policy
			provisions to reflect the requirements of applicable local laws. When a separate
			provision is deemed necessary, notice will be provided. 

		Although you can visit most Church Web sites without providing any personal information,
			the Church adheres to the following privacy principles on how we collect, use, disclose,
			transfer, and store your information. 

		
Privacy Practices

		Information Collection, Consent and Use. When you create an LDS Account,
			register on a Church Web site, add profile information, or take other similar actions,
			we may collect or obtain from you or your membership records (if applicable),
			information including, but not limited to, your name, address, e-mail address, phone
			number, contact or profile preferences, and Church unit information. We will use such
			information to allow us to contact you, to fulfill your requests, to seek your voluntary
			feedback on Web site features or content, and to help fulfill the mission of the Church.
			We may also use your personal information for internal purposes, including auditing,
			data analysis, and research. We will use your information for no other purposes unless
			we specifically inform you otherwise and obtain your prior consent if legally required.
			We will also make you aware of options to opt-out of or opt-in (as required by law) to
			certain features. Moreover, we grant individuals the opportunity to object to certain
			uses of their information. 

		If you are a member of the Church, it is understood that membership information,
			including contact details, are shared on a limited and restricted basis between Church
			members for internal Church purposes, including over the Internet (with your prior
			consent if required by law). With respect to the privacy of your personal information,
			as a Church member you have given your implied or actual consent (as required by law)
			for the Church to use your personal information for Church purposes. If personal
			information is to be used for any other purpose, it will only be used with your prior
			consent. 

		Content Submissions. When you submit additional content through any
			Church Web site, such as, but not limited to, sending messages, engaging in on-line
			chats, replying to surveys, uploading photos, uploading video clips, making personal
			on-line notes, writing in an on-line journal, or similar feature, your information will
			be stored on our system. While we intend that certain submissions using features on
			Church Web sites are to remain private (for example, personal on-line notes, journaling,
			and so forth), we cannot guarantee the complete privacy of such submissions and may in
			some instances choose, or be legally required, to disclose such information to third
			parties as outlined in this policy. Some information you provide to the Church Web sites
			will be submitted with your express agreement that the submission is to be shared
			publicly. In such instances, others will have access to any personal information within
			such submission. We recommend caution in selecting which information you choose to
			include in such submissions to avoid causing harm or injury, or risk of harm or injury,
			to yourself or others.

		We are under no obligation to monitor such content, but reserve the right to do so in our
			sole discretion and are authorized to block or remove content we deem inappropriate or
			objectionable. We prohibit postings or submissions in any form and using any available
			tool on any Church Web site, whether intended to be private to you or shared with the
			public, that are obscene, lewd, lascivious, filthy, excessively violent, harassing,
			defamatory, libelous, tortious, illegal, threatening, or otherwise inappropriate or
			objectionable. As we do not review all content submitted through every feature on each
			Church Web site, we are unable to take protective measures in the event you provide
			content disclosing information about a person that is a victim of harm or abuse or is at
			risk of becoming a victim of harm or abuse. 

		Retention. We retain collected personal information for a reasonable
			period of time to fulfill the collection purpose and then delete it from our records,
			with the exception of limited historical data and membership information retained as
			part of a permanent genealogical or Church historical record. 

		Access. We endeavor to maintain personal information accurately and rely
			on you to ensure your personal information is complete and accurate. You may verify,
			correct, or remove your personal information through your Web site specific
			registration, your profile, or through LDS Account, where applicable. For information
			taken from your Church membership record, your personal information can only be updated
			by making changes to your Church membership record. Such changes must be done by
			contacting the clerk in your Church unit and requesting the change. If you experience
			problems with modifying your personal information or other requests to update your
			personal information, you can contact us by sending an email to DataPrivacyOfficer@ldschurch.org.
		

		
Disclosure of Personal Information 

		We regard your personal information as confidential and do not sell it to anyone. We do
			not share your personal information with other parties except in the following
			exceptions (or in other instances where we specifically inform the individual and obtain
			prior consent): 

		Third Party Providers. We may provide personal information to third
			parties for their use in performing internal functions on our behalf (payment
			processing, maintenance, security, data analysis, hosting, and so forth). In such
			instances, the providers will be contractually required to protect the personal
			information from additional use or transfer in accordance with this privacy policy and
			industry standards. 

		Church Entities. We may transfer personal information to any Church
			affiliated entity to meet Church purposes. For membership information transfers from the
			European Union, we rely on standard clause agreements between Church entities in
			compliance with European requirements. For online submissions of personal information,
			we understand an individual's submission to be an affirmative act, indicating informed
			consent to the processing as well as informed consent to allow the transborder data
			transfer to the United States of America for the purposes for which it was provided. 

		Legal Requirements. We may access and disclose your personal
			information, posts, journaling, personal notes, content, or other submissions submitted
			to any Church Web site if we have a good-faith belief that doing so is required by a
			subpoena or other judicial or administrative order or otherwise required by law.
			Additionally, we may disclose your personal information and other information where we,
			in good faith, deem it appropriate or necessary to prevent a violation of our other
			agreements; to take precautions against liability; to protect the rights, property, or
			safety of the site, of any individual, or of the general public; to maintain and protect
			the security and integrity of our services or infrastructure; to protect ourselves and
			our services from fraudulent, abusive, or unlawful uses; to investigate and defend
			ourselves against third-party claims or allegations; or to assist government enforcement
			agencies. 

		
Protecting Information

		We use technical and organizational measures to protect the personal information we
			receive against the loss, misuse, and unauthorized alteration, and to protect its
			confidentiality. We regularly review our security procedures in order to consider
			appropriate new technology and methods. Please be aware that despite our best efforts,
			no security measures are perfect or impenetrable. 

		

Third-Party Data 

		Where local law permits, you may submit personal information of third parties, including
			contact information, to allow the Church to make contact, make a delivery, or otherwise
			meet your request. The information collected will be used solely to facilitate your
			request. When providing personal information about anyone other than yourself, you must
			obtain the other person's informed consent if legally required. 

		
Passive Data Collection—Tracking Technologies

		A cookie is a small text file that is stored on a browser when a user visits a Web site.
			A clear gif is a graphic file, rather than a text file, that is similar in function to a
			cookie. We use these and similar tools in our effort to improve individual site
			experiences. We do not link the information we store in cookies, clear gifs, or other
			tracking technologies to any personally identifiable information. When an individual
			requests pages from a Church site, our servers may also log the user's IP address in
			order to improve site administration. This information is used to produce usage
			statistics to help us better meet the needs of individual users and to determine
			specific interests. We do not link the IP address to any personal information. 

		
Compliance and Questions Regarding the Privacy of Personal Information

		We have a Church Data Privacy Officer to assist in ensuring compliance with this Privacy
			Policy and data security issues. This officer helps educate employees concerning
			compliance. Inquiries concerning this Privacy Policy or the security of personal
			information processed by the Church may be sent via email or directly to the following: 

		Email:
DataPrivacyOfficer@ldschurch.org.

Fax:
 801-240-1187

Address: 
Data
			Privacy Office
50 E. North Temple St. Rm 1880
Salt Lake City, UT 84150 

		
Children's Privacy

		We do not knowingly collect information from children under age 13 from most Church Web
			sites. Any Church Web site where children's information is collected will only be done
			with the prior express and informed consent of the child's parent or guardian in
			compliance with applicable law. We strongly recommend that minors 13 years of age or
			older ask their parents for permission before sending any information about themselves
			to anyone over the Internet and we encourage parents to teach their children about safe
			Internet use practices. 

		

Third-Party Links

		We are not responsible for the privacy practices or content of any third-party sites. For
			users own protection, users should review the policies of similar sites to ensure they
			meet the users' personal expectations of privacy. 

		
Future Changes to Privacy Policy

		We reserve the right, at our discretion, to change, modify, add, or remove portions of
			the Privacy Policy at any time. When we make changes to the Privacy Policy, we will post
			the changes on this page and update the revision date at the bottom of the Privacy
			Policy. We encourage users to check the Privacy Policy to remain informed of any
			changes. 

		
Effective Date

		This version of the Privacy Policy became effective on September 1, 2010.

© 2011 Intellectual Reserve, Inc. All rights reserved.
cover.jpeg





